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NECC Knights take a knee to observe opponents, Gorden College at fall baseball practice. 


Local students called to action 


The effects of 
Sept. Il are felt 
close to home 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


As thousands of military person- 
nel across the nation are called to 
duty, 116 active duty soldiers 
enrolled at NECC are preparing to go 
to war, according to the V.A. office in 
B-Building. 

The impact of the war on terror- 
ism is already being felt in NECC 
classrooms. 

“Several professors have stu- 
dents involved,” said Barbara 
Stachniewicez, chair of the English 
department. 

‘Phil Sittnick, English professor, 
said, “At our last English 
Department meeting, I and two or 
three other members of the depart- 
ment report students on alert or in 
fact activated. I have one such stu- 
dent.” 

In the wake of Sept. 11, President 


photo courtesy Brian Johnson 


Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Brian 
Johnson, a_ general studies 
major, was put on the alert fol- 
lowing the terrorist attacks. 


George W. Bush asked permission 
from Congress to call in 75,000 U.S. 
military personnel, which led to all 
military to be on high alert. 

“| have been put on alert, mean- 
ing that I’m packed and ready to go 


at anytime,” said Marine Corps 
Lance Cpl. (E-3) Brian Johnson, who 
is also an NECC student. “Also, I 
must make sure that my unit is able 
to contact me at any time.” 
Massachusetts public colleges 
and universities have put together a 
policy on students who are called to 
active military duty, according to 
materials obtained from campus 
recruiting office. 
Some of the policies are: 
Students who are unable to com- 
plete a semester because they are 
called to active United States mili- 
tary duty shall, upon verification, be 
granted the option of a refund or 
credit of tuition and campus fees. 
Students who have received any 
form of financial aid, including a full 
or partial scholarship or student loan, 
should contact the financial aid 
office at their respective institutions 
to make appropriate arrangements. 
Also, any student required to 
withdraw due to being called to 
active duty shall be given priority in 
enrollment in the program of his or 
her choice upon return to the institu- 
tion for the two semesters immedi- 


See LOCAL, page 6 


Q&A with 
Macbeth actors 


Professor oversees 
design of crisis 
response vehicle 


Advanced training 
tool for criminal 
Justice students will 
be unveiled soon 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Criminal Justice students at 
NECC will soon have access to train 
on one of the most advanced critical 
incident response vehicles ever 
designed. 

Expected to be available by mid- 
December, the vehicle’s design was 
overseen by Terry Kalil, criminal jus- 
tice professor on 
the Lawrence 
campus. 

Kalil, who 
has an extensive 
law __ enforce- 
ment and securi- 
ty background 
was offered to 
head the design 
project after a 
chance meeting 
with a former 
SWAT (Special 
Weapons And 
Tactics) team 
commander 
from the North 
East Municipal 
Law Enforcement Council (NEM- 
LEC). 

“I actually ran into him at the 
health club last May and happened to 
say I was looking for a project to do 
over the summer,” Kalil said. “He 
mentioned they were working on a 
vehicle project that would take about 
six months, and before I knew it I 
was overseeing the design.” 

Kalil worked with the Woburn 
police chief to develop a crew of 
local police officers, special security 
and private communications person- 
nel to come together on what is need- 
ed in a critical response vehicle. 

NEMLEC is made up of 30 
police departments including 


area. 


ne Cees 


If this vehicle needs to 
pull into Haverhill for 
a major crisis, you 
want to have people | the 
dispatching 
gency personnel that 
actually know 


—Terry Kalil 


“ Methuen, Haverhill and Lawrence, 


with each department contributing a 
certain percentage of their personnel. 
Formerly known as the NEMLEC 
Tactical Unit, it has recently been 
named the Rapid Response Team. 

Kalil said that within that team 
there are 35 SWAT team members. 
This organization of police from 
many towns allows all departments 
access to a unit of highly trained per- 
sonnel and now a state of the art 
response vehicle. 

“The police chiefs made a deci- 
sion that they wanted a instant 
response vehicle to support their 
needs in a crisis situation, something 
that can take over if there is any kind 
of incident,” Kalil said. “We looked 
at what is most important, such as 
communications, 
security measures 
and training of our 
own dispatch per- 
sonnel.” 

Kalil said that 
each police depart- 
ment will train on 
vehicle 
because it is vital 
that dispatchers 
know the area they 
are working in. 
Because of this, 
three of NECC’s 
criminal justice 
students will be 
trained as a dis- 
patcher for their community. 

“You want to have people dis- 
patching emergency personnel that 
actually know the area,” Kalil said. 
“Several times a semester the vehicle 
will come to the Lawrence campus 
for these training purposes.” 

The vehicle could cost as much 
as $700,000 and will contain a com- 
munications center with room for 
four personnel, a separate command 
station, and a conference area for six. 
A 20-foot tent will allow a staging 
area outside of the 40-foot vehicle 
and will have access to air condition- 
ing and heat. 

“Tt will allow a briefing area for 
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Back to normalcy, 
shadowed in chaos 


For many of us, the last 
month has been lost to the sorrow 
of lives stolen, freedom threat- 
ened, and a strange anticipation 
about what the future holds for 
our country. 

Suddenly it is October, and 
we find ourselves facing a war 
that is unlike any other. The acti- 
vation of reserves and the loom- 
ing question of whether this war 
may bring about a draft directly 
effects many students. What we 
all once felt could never happen, 
has become a reality. 

All military is on high alert 
and reservists are waiting for the 
call to action. NECC has over 
100 active duty soldiers. 

Strange as it may seem, class- 
mates could be called away from 
their studies to defend our coun- 
try. Desks in our classrooms 
might sit unoccupied, a testament 
to the fact that our lives have 
been forever changed. 

One can only imagine how 
difficult it is for these students to 
focus on their daily academic 
routines. Getting “back to normal 
activities” has been a challenge 
for many of us, with the require- 
ments of work and school being 
pushed to the background of 
greater concerns. 

Concerns that are difficult to 
process, partly because of the 
enormity of the situation and 
mostly because it involves sub- 
ject matter we did not take seri- 
ously before Sept. 11. 


Each day, further develop- 
ments leave Americans wonder- 
ing about the future but those 
who will be directly involved in 
the fight face a greater uncertain- 
ty. 

When asked about a draft 
most say without hesitation they 
would go and do whatever is 
required. Yet, to actually be faced 
with that possibility causes many 
to feel a sense of disbelief and 
perhaps even fear. 

Though it may not be easy to 
admit, fear has been a part of 
what we all feel when we think of 
the possible challenges of win- 
ning this new kind of war. These 
feelings are natural because peo- 
ple typically fear the unknown, 
and this is uncharted territory. 

Courage is seen everyday in 
America, and it is important to 
realize that succumbing to fear 
rewards the terrorists for their 
actions. 

It is easy to become over- 
whelmed by the latest news 
broadcast about Anthrax or the 
threat that still remains among 
us. In an effort to be cautious we 
must not change our lives any 
more drastically then they have 
already have been changed. 

As we wait for the direction 
of this war to unfold and soldiers 
wait for the call to action, it is 
important to remain strong and 
focused on maintaining some 
semblance of normalcy in our 
daily lives. 

The college and work calen- 
dar have not stopped even though 
it may feel the world momentari- 
ly slowed for a pause of respect. 
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HE STAND UPRIGHT. THAT 
DECADENT AND DEFY 
TRADITION. LETS DROP 

BOULDER ON HEAD... 
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What are your concerns 
about Anthrax? 


Ann Bartkiewicz, /ibrarian 
“Tt’s a serious concern. It’s not just in 
Florida anymore.” 


Joe Hadley, computer lab staff 
“It’s not a big deal. They’ve only 
been targeting corporations and not 
individuals. We are safe until they 
target a school or something.” 


Andrew Sandborn, truck driving 
student 

“I’m worried because you’ll be dead 
before you know you have it.” 
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Teresa Ward, nursing 
“IT hope it doesn’t come here. I’m 
worried about my kids.” 


Mike Ortiz, criminal justice 
“J just don’t want people to get 
hurt.” 


Ken Samoisette, /iberal arts 

“We are seeing it in a small form 
now. I wouldn’t be surprised if it was 
a cover up for something bigger. It’s 
really scary.” 
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A plague of 
intolerance 


So I guess 
it’s supposed to 
happen every 
10 to 20 years, 
right? 

Bad _ blood 
boils to blisters, 
and war is the 
cleanser. 

Revolution 
and change at 
the cost of 
resources and life, for whatever life 
seems to be worth in these violent 
times. The making of human history 
alters course permanently; it is 
reshaped like metal in the fire. 

The heat of this new flame reach- 
es across a vast ocean, and a patrio- 
tism unseen in almost six decades 
burns bright in the eyes of Americans 
everywhere. 

But beware, for history repeats 
itself. Remember the communist 
“Red Scare” in the 50s? Perhaps you 
were alive then, but many of us 
learned about it in high school. At 
that time, many Americans were 
needlessly detained and interrogated 
by government agents, some were 
imprisoned, and countless were 
blacklisted. All because of a paranoia 
of communist subversion and infil- 


UPS 101: Bonuses 


You get up to a $750 Sign-On Bonus after 90 days of employment, 
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tration. 

When do patriotism and the need 
for national security get out of hand? 
Since the attacks on Sept. 11, people 
of Middle Eastern ethnicity and of 
the Muslim faith receive sideways 
glances everywhere. They are the tar- 
gets of racial slurs and threats. 

One such man running a gas sta- 
tion/convenience store suffered cost- 
ly destruction to his business. This, 
because of ethnicity and faith, is a 
way of life. Living life one’s own 
way without harassment and vio- 
lence is one of America’s most basic 
and most significant freedoms. It is 
essential to the ideals on which this 
country was founded, am I wrong? 

The president has already 
addressed the need for racial and reli- 
gious tolerance in these matters, but 
rage will blind the eyes and deafen 
the ears. 

This is going to get really ugly. 
Since the recently launched air 
strikes on the Taliban, you can expect 
subsequent terrorist attacks in our 
country. 

Foul play is suspected in the 
Anthrax case, which is currently 
under investigation. This will happen 
again and again, and intolerance will 
spread and corrode our well being 
like an infection. 

What will become of us, then? 
Shall we sink into the loathsomeness 


of such heartless men as bin Laden? 
He’s calling on all Muslims to slay 
all Americans, civilian or military, 
men, women and children, whenever 
and wherever possible. He claims 
this is the way to God’s love in 
Heaven. 

I know Ill go to Hell before I put 
my faith in such a god. 

So remember: tolerance as well 
as vigilance, acceptance of genuine 
spiritual faiths as well as a steadfast 
sword arm against the intentions of 
the wicked, lest we perish in the dis- 
grace of ignorance and hatred. 


Nice Lule 
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Offering condolences 


To the Editor: 

On Sept. 11, our world was dras- 
tically changed, and many lives lost. 
We may or may not understand the 
full reasoning of the attacks on our 
nation, but one thing has become 
apparent and that is our ability to 
come together and unite under trying 
and difficult circumstances. 
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The Contemporary Affairs Club 
wishes to express our deepest sympa- 
thies and condolences to anyone who 
has lost a loved one or who has has 
their life drastically changed by the 
events that have transpired on Sept. 
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Drinking, smoking, sex? No thanks 


Student relies on 
family ties and a moral 


compass to guide her 


By MAnby Cyr 
Contributing Reporter 


I am 19 years old. It’s a Friday or 
Saturday night, what am I doing? 

Out drinking? Smoking pot? 
Having sex? At a big party where 
there are drugs or alcohol? Not very 
likely. As a matter of fact, not at all. 

Unlike the typical college stu- 
dent, I am not doing anything of the 
sort. | am most likely doing | of 3 
things: working, hanging out with 
my buddies, or spending time with 
my family. 

Yeah, you read that right, spend- 
ing time with my family. I would 
give up both Friday and Saturday 
night to spend it with my family. Not 
because I have to, but because I want 
to. 

My family is made up of six of 
the best people that I will ever know. 
Trust me, I’ve been blessed. It goes 
far beyond never hearing the word no 
or having whatever I want (yes I am 
very spoiled). 

I have fun with them. I learn 
lessons that without them I never 
would have learned. My family is not 
perfect though, we do fight, but that 
is normal in any family. 

My parents have given me the 


Sometimes 
my life stops 
feeling like my 
actual life, and 
starts feeling 
like art. And 
when my life 
feels like art, 
it’s not because 
of how great 
things are 


going. 

When I say life becoming art, I 
mean a lot of things. I mean that 
way you might disassociate your- 
self from your actions. You no 
longer feel like 


you, but more 
like a character in 
a movie. Almost 
like you don’t 
really have control of your actions. 
It’s not as if you’re following a 
script, but you stop caring about 
consequences because, after all, 
you’re just a character in a movie. 

So you fool yourself into think- 
ing you’re untouchable. It’s okay if 
you get drunk and wake up next to 
that guy you just met because 
you’re not real to yourself any- 
more. You’re just the lead actor in 
your personal movie. And when 
you listen to music, it’s really like 
you’re hearing the soundtrack to 
the movie. 

It’s a lot easier to lead your life 
as art, rather than dealing with it 
realistically, But the thing is, you 
can’t control the outside forces of 
reality. 

Living in your movie life can 
be a great way to escape. But that 


Life feels like art, we're all 
characters in the movie 


e But then | think 
Lemon Harangue where the people 


world, a lifetime of memories and 
traditions, loved me unconditionally, 
and taught me the best of morals and 
values. 

I do everything I can to make 
them happy and proud. I try not to do 
anything that will disappoint them. 
As morbid as it sounds, they aren’t 
going to be around forever, and I will 
take any time I can get with them. 

My brothers and sisters? These 
four are my world. Especially the 
three younger ones. I spend every 
moment I can with them. 

I don’t want them to grow up 
thinking I never loved them or never 
took the time to get to know them. I 
support them in everything they do 
and | spoil them rotten. They are 
brats sometimes, but they deserve all 
that they get. 

Yes, my parents are real strict 
with us, especially with me, and most 
of the time it is really aggravating. 
But, | know that there must be a rea- 
son they do it, and in the end, the 
many rules, values, and morals are all 
worth, no matter how much I dislike 
them now. 

Drinking and drugs are a big no- 
no in my family. I am sure it is in a 
lot of families. The only difference 
between me and some of you is that I 
actually follow that rule. 

In fact, I have never even tried it. 
Never had a sip of beer, never 
smoked a cigarette, never mind try- 
ing pot. It’s not just because my par- 
ents told me they’d kill me, it’s 
because I have no interest. There is 
not point in getting smashed at a 


escapism eventually leads to falling 
victim to the real world. You can 
never stop reality from affecting 
you. 

But I can’t stop slipping into 
the habit of letting my life feel like 
art sometimes. It can be therapeu- 
tic. I'd rather sit back and watch 
myself do everything, than entirely 
feel responsible for my actions. It’s 
not my fault I forgot to do some- 
thing, that’s just what my character 
does sometimes. She forgets. It’s 
who she is. 

When I get sick of my charac- 
ter, I obsess about those in my 
favorite books. I reread them, slow- 
ly, looking for solutions. Thinking 
that I’ll reach some sort of Zen-like 

state eventually. 


that created those 
characters are. 
Sylvia Plath killed herself. And 
J.D. Salinger’s is in the woods in 
New Hampshire somewhere, isn’t 
he? 

It’s nice to think that writing all 
this stuff down is going to help in 
some way. That eventually para- 
graph four of last month’s confes- 
sions will reveal the metaphorical 
connection to the plights of that 
heart-breaking incident to happen 
in the early days of January 2002. 

It’s nice to think that I wasn’t 
crazy for crying over a nightmare. 
That it meant something. The way 
that screaming needle pierced the 
secretary’s flesh and it mumbled 
the anger, and made me feel less ill- 
at-ease. 

It would be nice to think that 
there’s some sense to it, and that 
it’s OK to be art sometimes. 


party, no point in getting high. | have 
better things to do with my time. 

I’ve had it offered, but I just 
don’t do it. I’m not an idiot. Liver 
disease and lung cancer are not on 
my list of things to do. I have friends 
that do that stuff and I have friends 
that don’t, and when we all hang out, 
they have enough respect for us not 
to even try it. Unlike some, I do not 
buckle under peer pressure. 

All that stuff leads to no good. 
When you are drunk out of your 
mind or high, you aren’t thinking no 
matter how much you try to convince 
yourself that you’re fine. 

A lot of kids end up having sex 
with some guy or girl they don’t even 
know because they are so out of it. 
Uh, how about no. Not only would I 
not do that drunk, I wouldn’t do it 
sober. Sex before marriage? Not me. 

I have enough respect for myself, 
and for my family, not to do it. If my 
boyfriend loves me then he’ll wait, 
and not if I love him I'll do it. 
Doesn’t work that way. Maybe it’s 
old fashioned, but oh well. That’s 
what I think. 

That’s not to say I always look 
down on people who do that stuff, 
but sometimes I do. You can’t respect 
a person whose goal is to see how 
many Coronas he can drink without 
throwing up. 

Like I said, some of my friends 
do it, and some don’t, and all know 
how I feel, and some feel the same 
way | do. So if they choose to tell me 
about it, they know to expect the dis- 
approving looks or whatever. But, 


Ste RR OPER DERE 


Never had a sip of beer, never 
smoked a cigarette, never mind 
trying pot... There is no point in 
getting smashed at a party, no 
point in getting high. I have better 
things to do with my time. 


they know I will never desert them. 

I care a lot about my friends even 
if | don’t care for what they are 
doing. You have to love your friends. 
Accept them with all their faults or 
not at all. My friends are very impor- 
tant to me. I have all different types 
of friends. Not just the preps that 
some of us have been categorized as. 

Sometimes it’s hard being the 
way I am. I’ve gotten the laughs and 
“whatever” looks, and some people 
don’t believe me. It’s not easy to be 
laughed at for what you believe in, 
but to be honest, I really don’t care. 
People can think it’s weird or fake all 
they want, but it’s for real. 

Some people think it makes me 
think that I am better than them or 
that I’m perfect because I follow 
rules and do what I’m told (most of 


the time), so I must be a goody- 
goody. I’m not. Trust me, I don’t 
think either of those. 

I am far from perfect and I don’t 
think I’m better than a lot of people. 
If you knew me, you would under- 
stand that I do not feel that way. 

I’ve also had people who do all 
that I don’t and tell me that’s it’s cool 
and that they wish they could be that 
way sometimes, or they wish they 
were close to their family, or they 
wish they could say the same. 

I have fun and I have a great life. 
If people wanted that, they could do 
it. Some choose not to and for others, 
it’s just not for them. 

Love me or hate me, what you 
see is what you get. 


Student: Our flag waving is a warning 


To the Editor: 

Dear Mr. Foss, where do you get 
your information? Did you have a 
bad experience in the bleachers of 
Fenway Park during a Red Sox- 
Yankees game? 

How dare you, particularly in 
this time of national crisis, continue 
to stereotype people. In your Oct. 3 
column “False patriotism makes me 
angry” you state: “There is a reason 
that the citizens of New York City 
have a stereotype as being hard, 
compassionless, and coldhearted. It’s 
because they are.” 

Having gone to NYC for busi- 
ness and pleasure trips, my experi- 
ences with New Yorkers have shown 
otherwise. They are warm, friendly 
and generous people. Unfortunately, 
it took a terrorist attack to show the 
world how strong and how grounded 
the people of New York City really 
are. 

Please do not continue to feed 
stereotypical views to your readers, 
now or in the future. You might as 
well have said that all Arab-descent 
or Islam-practicing people are terror- 
ists—something that we, hopefully, 
all know is not true! 

I was also sorry to read that the 
recent acts of patriotism in this coun- 
try make you angry and that you 
think that it is false. 


Student: Tragedy forces us to lose 


To the Editor: 

Today our country faces yet 
another dilemma. The hijacker has 
been duly thrown out of our nation 
through the events that have taken 
place, but so has our freedoms. The 
loss of privacy that we’re exchanging 
for the security of our nation is a 
tremendous compromise forced upon 
the American people. We have lost 


I admit I do not fly the flag year 
round. I actually had to print some 
off the computer to put in my car and 
order one over the Internet to fly at 
my home. But that doesn’t mean I’m 
not patriotic. 

I love the United States of 
America. I love everything it stands 
for. My ancestors risked their lives to 
come here many, many years ago, 
knowing that a better life awaited 
them. My father, stepfather, both 
grandfathers and numerous uncles 
fought in the world wars to defend 
our freedoms. 

Patriotism is not waving a red, 
white and blue piece of cloth. The 
Merriam-Webster dictionary defines 
patriotism as “love for or devotion to 
one’s country.” It exists whether or 
not the flags are displayed. I believe 
that the vast majority of Americans 
are patriotic and the reason it took. 
the events of Sept. 11 to get most of 
us to get the flags out of the closet 
and onto the porches, windows and 
car antennas is that we are showing 
our colors—colors that don’t run. 

We are similar to a cat whose fur 
gets all puffed out when it is angry. 
Our flag waving is like a warning to 
the people and groups responsible for 


: 


our ability to board a plane in free- 
dom, walk as we want through an air- 
port or carry items that even resemble 
weapons such as our lucky penknife. 
We are more often searched and are 
now required to look at soldiers in 
security uniform as we travel. This 


the terrorist attacks that we are pissed 
and they failed to break us. We are 
showing the world what the word 
“united” means. 

Eventually, the flags will come 
down, but the spirit will never die— 
it hasn’t in more than 225 years. 

It is unfortunate that you feel the 
way you do. I hope that your pes- 
simism gives way to optimism and 
hope. Yes, “the citizens of this coun- 
try will once again be assaulted, 
robbed, raped and murdered by their 
fellow countrymen,” but try to take 
solace in the fact that here in 
America, those accused are entitled 
to fair trials. In Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan, women caught wearing 
fingernail polish have the tips of their 
fingers cut off in public displays as 
punishment and countless men have 
been killed for ethnic or religious 
reasons. No trials for them. 

I strongly urge you to give your 
fellow countrymen a break. We are 
by no means perfect; but we are all 
part of the same great country. We 
are one big dysfunctional family that 
cherishes its freedoms—freedoms 
that give you the right to whine about 
false patriotism, and me the right to 
respond. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Price 

NECC student 


some liberties 


tragedy has forced Americans to lose 
some liberties. Our choices are more 
restricted and how we pack our bags 
more early determined whether we 
passed though custom. We are less 
free. 

Thank you. 

Yours truly, 

Kakali Chakravarty 

NECC student 
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College papers are Fashion emergency! 
as real as any others 


It was _ recently 
brought to my attention 
that I don’t write for a real 
newspaper. 

Someone I know 
made the mistake of say- 
ing that what I write for is 
“only a college paper.” 
When she said it, some- 
thing felt different in me. 
At first I didn’t know 
what it was, but then it 
became increasingly more apparent. I was 
becoming incredibly enraged. How dare this 
person say that the Observer isn’t a real paper. 
If you agree that the Observer is not a real 
newspaper, stop reading now because you are 
not worthy enough to be reading my column. 

The NECC Observer IS a real newspaper. 
So what if we come out bi-weekly. We never 
said we were trying to be The New York Times 
or The Boston Globe. They have a staff of thou- 
sands; we have a staff of nine. For such a small 
group, we don’t put out a bad product at all. 


They have a readership of tens of thousands of 


people; we have a readership of about 3,000 
people. Does that mean that we aren’t “real” 
just because we are smaller? I don’t think so at 
all. 

Our staff is as hardworking, hands on, and 
serious about what they do as any reporter for a 
metropolitan newspaper is. We take pride in the 
quality of our work. We take pride in relaying 
the news to the public in as timely a manner as 


\ 


National Collegiate 
Alcchol Awareness Week 


At Northern Essex Community College 
October 22-26, 2001 


What are YOU doing this weekend? 


Most Students Will Be Making Healthy Choices! 


Join us for a week of events which celebrate the Healthy Alternatives. 


| 


| WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS WEEKEND KICK-OFF CAMPAIGN 


possible and making sure the information is 
accurate. We keep up to date on world events 
and read the papers to make sure we are aware 
of what is going on in the world. These are the 
tributes a reporter should have. These are the 
qualities that the Observer reporters have. The 
paper itself is nothing but tree pulp; it’s the sto- 
ries the reporters put on the page that decide 
whether it’s a newspaper or not and our stories 
are damn good. 

Also, The Observer is held to the same 
standards as any big city paper. We follow the 
AP stylebook, we can be sued for libel, we can 
win a Pulitzer. We are entitled to all the free 
speech and freedom of the press that all papers 
are. Observer reporters are responsible for their 
stories and any consequences that come with 
them. 

I’m also offended that by insulting my 
newspaper, you are also insulting my profes- 
sion. The stories I am writing now are the ones 
that are going to help shape the way I write in 
the future. This is practice for what I will be 
doing for a career. This job will have to make 
me enough money to support my wife and chil- 
dren, so I better be good at it. Writing for the 
Observer is the first step in the direction of 
becoming a good journalist. 

So once again, The Observer is a real paper, 
because that’s what makes me a real journalist. 
And I know I’m a real journalist and a damn 
good one at that. Papers come in all sizes, from 
the rural town talking of the local watermelon 
festival to the Journal telling the latest numbers 
from the market. Ours might be an educational 
rag, but at least you don’t have to pay $1.50 for 
the Sunday edition. 


Monday, Sy = 1] am — i 7 Lawrence a ebbee Franklin S St. 


| be on campus to inform students about services. NECC Respiratory Care students will have a display on hazards 
H of tobacco-use, Play the Alcohol 101 game and win a free T-shirt. Sample a FREE Mock-tail! 


| WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS WEEKEND CAMPAIGN continues... 
} Tuesday, Oct. 23 11-1 pm, Lawrence Campus Atrium, Franklin St. 
i fee by the atrium for the colorful — rir and informational tables on alcohol and designer drugs 


i Meg Ryan and Rady Garcia deliver catieally scclainaed performances in this inspiring motion picture hit. 

H As Alice and Michael, Ryan and Garcia are a passionate couple whose once stable marriage is rocked by her 
As they strive to overcome this challenge. they discover a renewed sense of 
H love and commitment. The movie is a sensitive portrayal of how a young family copes with alcoholism. 

H Popcorn will be served. Free hotdogs will be served at noon outside in the courtyard! 


increasing dependence on alcohol. 


ALCOHOL AWARENESS FAIR 


Wednesday, Oct. 24, 11 am —- { pm, Spurk Lobby, Haverhill 


| H Week. Information sabes interactive games and free giveaways will be ay silnble L ocal faeces will 


H Loval agencies will be on campus to inform students about services and to promote alcohol awareness 
i Information tables, interactive games and free giveaways will be available. 


} Folk singing at its best, Sara Wheeler's voice fills the room with soothing melodies and strong emotion 
j Learn about the local coffeehouse scene where folk music is an enjoyable alternative to standard weekend parties. 


| ALCOHOL AWARENESS OUTREACH & RESOURCE TABLE 


Thursday, Oct. 25, 11 am —-1 pm, Spurk Lobby, Haverhill 
Alcohol abuse is a growing concern on college campuses. Don‘t drink and drive! 
Volunteer to be a designated driver. Find out about the current DW1 Laws, area resources, information and more 


To request an interpreter, please 


Sponsored by the NECC Substance Abuse Task Force, Peer Educator Club by call 978-556-3897 (TTY Voice) 
and Respiratory Care Program. For more information call 978-556-3770. 


pac 


By DAWN BALDONADO 
Contributing Reporter 


Help! I don’t match and I can’t find any- 
thing to: wear. Every girl hopes this will never 
happen. It’s my worst fear. | am the worst fash- 
ion critic. It’s an obsession of mine. As I walk 
through the streets, school hallways and the 
mall, I analyze any innocent person walking by. 
I break my neck and squint my eyes to see 
nametags or brand logos. “You can’t wear an 
Old Navy sweatshirt with a Gap hat,” says Jen 
Aprea. “It’s like delivering a pizza from Papa 
Gino’s in a Pizza Hut uniform”. 

I wake up every morning pondering what to 
wear. What shoes would accent my cardigan 
that will drape over a print tank top? “You can’t 
wear a print on top of a print,” Abby Sullivan 
shares. It is a process in the morning to get 
dressed. What belt would accent my shoes? 
What eye shadow would match my skirt? 
Getting dressed is an enjoyable thing that most 
women and some men as well love to do. 

Dressing yourself is like doing a jigsaw 
puzzle. Every piece must match and be a nice 
picture to the eye when complete. If one thing is 
off the whole puzzle is ruined. Same rules go 
for any presentable outfit. “Yesterday I saw a 
girl with red pants and a green shirt, then she 
had a pink scarf in her hair and to top it all off 
she had this little blue and white plaid purse. 
She was a sore sight to my eyes,” says Deedra 
Williams. 

Everyone does have his or her own style; I 
do take that into consideration. The thing is, you 
have to make your style look good. Wear your 
clothes well, properly and appropriate for the 
occasion. Abercrombie and Fitch wouldn’t be 
my first selection at the mall but I see the ripped 
jeans, V-neck sweaters, rugged looking hat and 


the brown beaten up shoes and I smile. It looks 
good and if the clothes actually fit the person, 
that’s another plus. 

I have taken the time to open my mind as 
well as my eyes to any fashion that walks past 
me. I believe that fashion is an assortment of 
accessories and clothing to make for a pretty 
result. 

Fashion has a lot of aspects to it, even if you 
think it has unwritten rules we all seem to fol- 
low. One of the most common rules that | am 
sure everyone knows: never wear white shoes 
after Labor Day and before Memorial Day. 
Every mother teaches her little girls that. Men 
must match their belt with their shoes. It is for- 
bidden to wear sneakers with fancy skirts or 
dresses. Purses and any accessories must match 
your outfit. 

The Grunge look I’m not really into, but 
when they match and wear all their chain links 
and the big earrings and the multi-colored 
Mohawks that match the shoes, I think it looks 
good. The Goth look intrigues me. They look 
like porcelain dolls. If you can wear eight dif- 
ferent layers of black and make it look good, 
that is fashion and that’s what I like about the 
Goth style. The suburban style is what I look for 
in boys. Baggy is OK but swimming in your 
clothes is awful. The clean-cut look is a must. 

No matter what style you fall under, you 
must make your clothes agree. Fashion is a 
statement. What you wear is what you are 
judged upon. Clothes must also be appropriate 
to the situation. When you’re at the gym, a prom 
dress isn’t going to cut the mustard, but you 
would not go in a bathing suit, either. Every 
place has its proper attire. 

Fashion is for show, for fun and for its 
looks. I love fashion; it makes a person who 
they are, and it sets up such room for diversity. 
That’s what makes it my obsession. It has room 
for all sides of the table. 


invite you to NECC’s own version of the popular TV show 


Who Wants To Be A | 


Millionaire? 


Who wants to be a 


Monday, November 5“ 


From 12 to 1 


in the Bentley Library 


The Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee 
in cooperation with 


President David Hartleb 
& 
The Alumni Association 


Renaissance 


$1200 in educational funds will be 
distributed to participating students. | 


person? 
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Protecting and serving |] acking Halloween spirit 
with new crisis vehicle 


Continued from page | 

select personnel, or the media, and 
will have a power point projector to 
get the information outside,” Kalil 
said. “In a tightly secured situation 
we have the capabilities to have these 
select people have a photo ID that 
will allow them in to the secured 
location but will self-destruct after 
24-hours.” 

Kalil said that after the terrorist 
attack in New York, he was told secu- 
rity around the scene was a tremen- 
dous concern. ID card capabilities 
would provide protective measures 
that allow them to know exactly who 
is around the command scene. 

To support this the vehicle is 
equipped with the ability to scan 
crowds for matches with profiles 
within their computer. It will have 
thermal imaging and lighting capa- 
bilities that allow the unit to track 
movement and provide security from 
snipers. 

“Personnel from Boston told us 


to put an extreme amount of outdoor 
flood lights on the vehicle because 
when snipers are coming up on you, 
and those lights are on, they are 
unable to see anything but the light,” 
Kalil said. “They are coming up on 
you blind, yet you can see them.” 

Kalil said that the vehicle could 
be of interest to other police depart- 
ments, including those in New 
Hampshire. Departments that don’t 
have a use for a full-time Rapid 
Response or SWAT team can find 
other resources and personnel power 
by combining into an organized unit. 

“In a situation of crisis or disas- 
ter, emergency personnel have what 
they need to get the job done in one 
location, with the communication 
ability that is vital,” Kalil said. “The 
people of the community will know 
when they see this vehicle arrive that 
they are being protected and served 
with the most advanced abilities, and 
the criminals will know we mean 
business.” 


Local military are activated 


Continued from page | 
ately following his or her discharge 
from active duty. 

The Navy may call up as many as 
15,000 reservists to support home- 
land defense and operations over- 
seas, according to the Navy’s Web 
site. 


The Pentagon activated 619 more 
Air Force reservists Oct. 2, bringing 
the total number of reservists and Air 
National Guard members called up 
for active duty to more than 12,100, 
according to the Air Force Web site. 


The Army National Guard and 
Reserves called up another 3,283 
Army reservists and National Guard 
members on Oct. 4, bringing the total 
number of soldiers called to active 
duty as part of the partial mobiliza- 
tion authorized by President Bush, to 
7,765, according to the Army Web 
site. And currently, on Oct. 10, 
Department of Defense announced 
the activation of 75 additional 
Marine Reservist for a total of 333, 
according to the Marines Web site. 


Student says serving in war 
should not be mandatory 


To the Editor: 

I read the article written by 
Contributing Reporter Joanne 
Hamor, titled “Military draft is 
unlikely, but students are prepared.” 
This article caught my attention 
because now everyone is talking 
about the war. I have listened to a lot 
of young people saying they would 
like to go to war and that scares me, 


but it is a part of life. 

A lot of the people who want to 
go feel so because they are not mar- 
ried and don’t have kids. I think 
going should not be mandatory, but 
voluntary and that the government 
should have a different rule for this. 


Santa Gabin 
NECC student 


Low self-esteem is widespread problem 


To the Editor: 

I would like to commend Michelle 
Stuckey for her article in the last issue 
of the NECC Observer entitled 
“Women’s self esteem needs a little 
boost.” 

I have all too many times com- 
pared myself to other women and have 
felt that I have not lived up to the 
American standards. I have suffered 
from low self-esteem for years. It has 
taken me almost 20 years to get the 
courage to come back to school. My 
dream is to help girls with this debili- 
tating problem. 

We live in a society that tells 
young people they have to be danger- 
ously thin to be excepted. This has had 
a very deadly effect, especially for our 
adolescent girls. Television and maga- 
zines are just the start of what makes 
us feel inadequate. We have to address 
these issues atS an early age with our 
daughters. We as parents have to let 


them know that it’s what is on the 
inside that counts not the outside. The 
heart is what they want people to see. 
I’m one person that has tried very hard 
to change the way I view myself. 

| have found that the advice that 
was given by Dr. Mary McLeod was 
especially helpful. She talked about 
letting go of past hurts and believing in 
yourself. If your low self-esteem 
comes from the past then forgiveness 
is a must. She also talks about visual- 
izing your self-achieving goals. I can 
say from experience that this one 
works. The last advice she gives is to 
pray, and in my opinion, prayer should 
have been the first piece of advice she 
gave. 

1 also believe that men suffer from 
low self-esteem, but many suffer in 
silence. 


Cheryl Husson 
NECC student 


It has been 
said that the 
value of our 
expectations 
always signi- 
fies something 
in between the 
best we can 
hope for and 
the worst we 
can fear. As 
the days since 
Sept.11 tick past us, it seems we all 
have come to the conclusion that 
the life we once knew has been 
altered. Somehow, when we were 
not looking, war was thrust upon us. 
Like many, it leaves me wondering 
about “getting back to normal.” 
Will Americans celebrate upcoming 
holidays in the same manner as they 


always have? When the first set of 
Halloween lights went up on my 
street, in contrast to the neighbor’s 
tree of red, white and blue twin- 
klers, I must admit the grinning 
pumpkins seemed out of place. 

Somehow, | think that people 
are in many ways ready to return to 
normal, and that Halloween will 
probably not be much different than 
any other year. The gruesome cos- 
tumes appear to be selling like they 
always do, and I have heard from 
one of the writers on the Observer 
staff that some will test the limits of 
decency by dressing as World Trade 
Center victims or bin Laden him- 
self. 

As usual, in a country in which 
we value our freedom of expres- 
sion, many forget to ask themselves 
“should I?” instead of “could 1?” 

This year | find it difficult to 
celebrate a holiday that pokes fun at 


death. Suddenly life, and the loss of 
it, holds much more meaning. 

So, while I will probably stick a 
pumpkin out by the bright yellow 
mums my mother bought me, I just 
can’t find the energy for Halloween. 
My spirit (no pun intended) is miss- 
ing something this year. Somewhere 
inside of me the child that became 
lost in the fantasy world of cos- 
tumes and candy is now crossing 
her arms in defiance of such trivial 
pursuits. 

Though I know it is healthy to 
continue with normal celebrations, | 
wonder if this particular holiday 
should be toned down this year. 

I wonder what makes someone 
decide to dress as a terrorist victim. 
I wonder where respect for human 
life, suffering, and death has gone. | 
think that respect is something that 
is hard to come by, but has certain- 
ly been earned in this situation. 


To the Editor: 

In response to the article “For a 
moment, it felt like everything 
would be OK,” I felt the same pride 
that day. It was an evening that 
boosted my American ego a mile 
high. 

Charlotte Gulezian’s article 
explained how the people in 
Somerville joined together and 
sang, lit candles, honked horns and 
marched on the street proudly dis- 
playing the American flag. 

I also experienced the same 


Student recalls night of Sept. 14 


thing as I drove up and down the 
streets of Haverhill from 7 to 9 that 
night. There were groups of people 
on street corners, people hanging 
out their windows through down- 
town Haverhill, and people sitting 
on their front porches all holding lit 
candles and waving the American 
flag. 

There were even people in the 
middle of the street at some points 
hyping people up by waving the 
American flag and getting people to 
honk their horns. I also joined in the 


festivities by honking my horn. I 
even saw the people of Spanish 
descent without their Dominican 
flag on their car but with an 
American flag. It made me feel 
proud to be an American. 

I will never forget the evening of 
Sept. 14. It brought people together 
and I think it was a taste of how it 
should be throughout the world. Too 
bad it will never happen. 


Eric Barberio 
NECC student 


Student praises Goth culture article 


To the Editor: 

Norma Vitale wrote “Goths say 
they are misunderstood” Oct. 3. This 
article talks about how the Goth cul- 
ture in general is misunderstood by a 
lot of people. In a lot of people’s 
eyes, Goth culture is “a group of 
young people fascinated with death.” 
But it isn’t. 

It is a bunch of people expressing 
themselves and being together in a 
group. I believe this article did a very 
good job of showing what really is 
the Goth culture and how it’s chang- 
ing, and what the newest generation 
is doing to the scene. 

“Goth culture is all about accep- 
tance.” That statement was said many 
times throughout the whole article 
and its true. | have never had prob- 
lems going and dealing with people 
in the Goth culture. In fact, I’m more 
accepted there than anywhere else. 

For instance, in the subway in 
Boston two weeks ago, I was in my 
leather jacket and wearing all black 
going to see a friend. It was 5 p.m. 


and the sub was packed except for a 
three-foot circle around me. I found 
this rather amusing and then a small 
group of “Goths” broke the gap and 
came and talked with me, never both- 
ering with names, but we had a great 
discussion about the “norms” opin- 
ions of us. 

Now by this time we had one cor- 
ner of the car to ourselves. I proceed- 
ed to call my friend and have her join 
us on the subway and I have never 
had as much fun as I did that night. 
Since I have personal experience in 
Boston with the “Goths” I can truly 
say this article was written very 
truthfully and explained “Goth cul- 
ture.” 

“Goths” accept all for who they 
are yet the norms, preps and all other 
groups, except metal and gears, do 
not. I find that is is true because I can 
dress however I want and mingle 
with the gears, metals and Goths 
without any trouble but the norms 
and other such groups expect me to 
talk a certain way, hang out with cer- 


tain people and dress a certain way. 
But with me, one day, I could be full 
“Goth” the next I can be “thugged” 
ou8t and still hang with all the same 
people. 

In my opinion, the Goth culture 
is the real melting pot in the United 
States. I would go so far as to say that 
Goths in general are the real exam- 
ples of good Americans because they 
accept all for who they are, not for 
who they are not. 

I hope in my own way to help 
people change their opinion about a 
number of the different groups 
including the Goths. When I look at 
the Goths I see people I can hang 
out.It makes me proud to say I’m.a 
Goth because it matters not what 
you wear, hang out with, or anything 
else. It matters that you accept 
everyone for themselves. I would 
like to congratulate Norma Vitale on 
a job well done. 


Josh Guilford 
NECC student 


True patriotism should occur all the time 


To the Editor: 

I would like to respond to the arti- 
cle called “False patriotism makes me 
angry,” written by Aaron Foss. I think 
it is very good that America has pulled 
together in a crisis like this. Everyone 
is doing his or her part to help show 
American pride of some sort. 

I like how Aaron put it, 
“Christmas in September,” which is 
very true. Everyone is trying to help 
by giving food, clothes, blood, support 
or even digging up the rubble. 
Although he is probably right and 
everything will go back to the way it 


used to be, let’s enjoy it while we can. 
I like the fact that every single person 
is trying to help in his or her own way. 

Aaron also made a sad point. The 
fact that this country will probably go 
back to robbing, killing, assaulting and 
raping each other. If this country goes 
back to no flags hanging, nobody 
wanting to donate blood and things 
like that, I could live with it. However, 
it is sad if people begin to rob and rape, 
etc. That is wrong. There is no need 
to hurt your fellow countrymen—none 
whatsoever. 

For those people who are going to 


take down their flags when this is 
through: at least have one, some- 
where—your house, your car—you 
know what I mean. Keep your 
American patriotism alive. You 
should just be proud to live here. So 
when this blows over I will still have 
my flags on my car, unless they fall 
off. But if they do, however, I will just 
buy a new one because I love living in 
a free country that believes in equal 
rights. 


Paul Beeley 
NECC student 
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Transfer Day brings 
options to NECC students 


Four year colleges 
visit to provide students 
with information 


By MICHELLE STUCKEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Every day, students here wonder 
what they are going to do after they 
leave the cozy atmosphere of NECC. 
At this juncture in their academic 
careers, they are looking at options 
for the future. 

Grace Dimmick, the academic 
transfer adviser to NECC, has put the 
finishing touches on Transfer Day 
2001, which will take place 
Wednesday, Oct. 24 from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in the Student Center 
Cafeteria on the Haverhill campus. 

Dimmick likes to call the event 
“an information-gathering session.” 
Transfer Day provides NECC stu- 
dents with access to representatives 


Many students don’t 
have the time to get 
to these places. 


from 30 colleges in the New England 
area. Also, organizations such as City 
Core and military groups will be in 
attendance. 

“There will be applications, cata- 
logues, brochures on student life, and 
scholarship information,” Dimmick 
said. 

Dimmick feels this is an impor- 
tant event for students who want to go 
on after NECC to either a four-year 
college, a job or military service. 

“Many students don’t have the 
time or the means to get to these 
places and what the college has done 
is brought it right to them,” Dimmick 
said. 

Transfer Day gives the students at 
NECC a chance to sit down with 


admissions councilors from different 
colleges and get an idea of where they 
want to be a year from now. 

Dimmick encouraged students to 
bring their transcripts, an unofficial 
copy of which can be obtained from 
the Registrar’s Office or the 
Academic Advising Center. 

Students who would like assis- 
tance before or following Transfer 
College Day are encouraged to see 
their faculty adviser or visit the 
Academic Advising Center in B-201 
on the Haverhill Campus and in L- 
101 on the Lawrence Campus. 

The center has a library of college 
catalogs and can provide guidance 
with selecting a four-year school as 
well as assist with the transfer 
process. 

The advising staff can help stu- 
dents prepare the “right questions” to 
ask Admissions representatives. They 
can also give information regarding 
academic programs, transfer credits 
and course’ requirements at transfer- 
ring institutions. 


NECC’s library receives grant 
to develop business resources 


Students as well as the general 
public will soon be able to look to 
NECC’s Bentley Library for infor- 
mation on careers and business 
thanks to a $20,000 Business and 
Career Services Grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. 

The grant, which is the most that 
can be awarded by the Commission, 
will be used to build an in-house col- 
lection of business and career 
resources that will be shared with the 
Career Development Center and 
PACE (Pathways in Academic and 
Career Excellence) Program. 

“We will have more and better 
access to state-of-the-art business 
and career information,” says Linda 
Hummel-Shea, Director of Library 
Services at Northern — Essex. 


“Students as well as the members of 
the Greater Haverhill Community 
will be able to share in this informa- 
tion.” 

While Northern Essex’s Career 
Development Center has done an 
“excellent job” in career develop- 
ment with students, Hummel-Shea 
says, this grant will enable the col- 
lege to offer new and additional 
information in the area of business, 
specifically how to start a business, 
international business, and e-busi- 
ness. 

This program was designed to 
support libraries as they strive to 
meet business information needs. 
College students are increasingly 
seeking out topics related to busi- 
ness, the economy, and careers. 
Given the nature of today’s competi- 


Getting around campus is quicker on wheels. 


tive and changing job markets, stu- 
dents especially need resources and 
guidance to help them focus their 
career aspirations. 

The bulk of the grant will be 
used to finance books, two personal 
computers with business and career 
software, and supplies that focus on 
career guidance, leadership, interna- 
tional business, e-commerce, and 
college transfer information. 

“We will offer training sessions 
in Web site and on-line resources to 
help library patrons access both busi- 
ness and career sources,” she says. 

All of the books and software 
will be integrated into the library’s 
existing collection. 

For additional information con- 
tact Linda Hummel-Shea at 978-556- 
3423. 


Former NECC students 
receive scholarships as 


transfers 


Four Northern Essex graduates 
were recipients of Northeast 
Consortium of Colleges and 
Universities in Massachusetts (NEC- 
CUM) Scholarships for 2001-02. 

The Northern Essex winners, 
who are now enrolled at four-year 
colleges, are: Robert Harvey 
(Merrimack College), Jean Ann 
McCarthy (UMass Lowell), Carley 
Thornell (UMass Lowell), and 
Amanda Walton (Gordon College). 


The scholarships are worth 
$2,000 each, with NECCUM con- 
tributing $1,000 and the four-year 
institution contributing another 
$1,000. This year, for the first time, 
the scholarships carry the possibility 
of renewal for a second year. 

The scholarships recognize the 
academic achievements of students 
transferring from two-year NEC- 
CUM Colleges to four-year NEC- 
CUM colleges. 


Students get a chance 
to win with knowledge 


Back by popular demand is Who 
Wants to be a Renaissance Person, 
NECC’s version of the popular tele- 
vision game show, Who Wants to be 
a Millionaire. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Liberal Arts Revitilization 
Committee, will be held on Nov. 5 at 
noon in the Bentley Library. Steve 
Sullivan, associate dean of admis- 
sions, will make a return appearance 
as the host. 

The first qualifying rounds have 
already been held. 

The second round, for the high- 
est scoring students from round one, 
will be held this week, the week of 
Oct. 15. 

Students will be able to test their 
knowledge in all areas of the Liberal 
Arts, and those who qualify will pro- 
ceed to the final round of the contest 
to compete for cash prizes donated 
through the sponsorship of the 
NECC Alumni Association and the 
NECC College Bookstore. 


Sample questions: 

1) The alphabet used for writing 
the Russian language is the 

a) cuneiform alphabet 

b) hieroglyphic alphabet 

c) Cyrillic alphabet 


by attending 


TRANSFER DAY 
Wednesday ) 
Oct 24, 2001 


d) Moscovy alphabet 


2) What is the length of daylight 
that you would experience at the 
North Pole on December 21st ? 

a) 0 hours 

b) 5 hours 

c) 10 hours 

d) 12 hours 


3) On August 6th, 1945 the 
United States dropped the first atom- 
ic bomb used in warfare on the city 
of 

a) Nagasaki 

b) Tokyo 

c) Hanoi 

d) Hiroshima 


4) Which of the following is not 
a rational number? 

a) the square root of 9 

b) pi 

c)0 

d) 1/2 


5) Tartuffe was written by 
a) Oscar Wilde 

b) Shakespeare 

c) Moliere 

d) Richard Wagner 
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Elusive presence 
keeps everyone 


guessing 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


I never believed in ghosts, until 
my first visit to Wentworth. 

Built in 1873, this once grand 
Victorian hotel in New Castle, N.H. 
entertained over 400 people a night. 
Teddy Roosevelt and Sitting Bull are 
among the many dignitaries who 
stayed there. 

Since it’s closing in 1981, it has 
been abandoned, or is it? I met sever- 
al residents who say the Wentworth 
Hotel is haunted. Yet, others believe 
it is not, all I can tell you is what I 
have seen. 


Lady in White 

I stumbled across Wentworth 
when I was looking for some war 
bunkers in New Castle. Most of the 
windows were boarded up and its 
faded white paint was peeling. Its 
imported Italian towers still gave the 
decaying structure beauty. 

I had my camera in hand and 
decided to snap some photos. I 
noticed a figure of a woman appeared 
at the window, staring at me on the 
third floor on the right. She had long 
curly blonde hair and a white lace 
Victorian-style dress. As | was about 
to take a picture of her, she vanished. 

Residents often speak about the 
lady in white as a good ghost. She is 
often seen where I saw her. Cathy 
Harris, 48, of Portsmouth, N.H., said 
she has seen her outside of 
Wentworth. 

“My husband and I usually take 
route 1-B through New Castle into 
Portsmouth. We were going home 
late one night and as we were 
approaching Wentworth there was a 
white figure walking slowly in the 
middle of the road,” she said. “It 
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The Wentworth Hotel in New Castle, N.H. looks the part of an old haunted victorian hotel. Boarded win- 
dows can not hide the lady in white who has been seen by many walking the grounds. 


started to walk into my lane and I 
could see a woman in white glowing 
in my headlights. I slammed the 
breaks and blast my horn. She turned 
around and then vanished.” 

A friend from the area, Winter 
York, 22, said that a couple of her 
friends claim to have seen a lady in 
white at Ordione Park. 

“A white figure floated in front 
of my car, across the street and into 
Odione,” said Tara English, 35. “I 
couldn’t make out the sex, but it 
looked female.” 

I talked with author and histori- 
an, Bill Thomson, author of 
“Legends of Haunted Lighthouses” 
and other books about the ghost leg- 
ends in the area. Is it possible that the 
lady at white at Wentworth is the 


same lady at Ordione? 

“It wouldn’t surprise me if it is 
the same ghost,” Thomson said. “I 
have not gone to Wentworth, but I do 
know that it faces Ordione Park and 
the isle of Shoals, which are both 
haunted. Ordione especially.” 


An Evil Presence 

Last fall, | went to Wentworth 
one evening to take pictures as 
always. I was out back when I heard 
a yell and a loud door slam coming 
from the left side of the building. 
Quickly, I found the groundkeeper 
fleeing from Wentworth and running 
to his pick up truck. 

“Something just picked me up 
and threw me out.” He quickly drove 
off. I never got his name nor ever saw 


Immigrants thankful for 
opportunities in America 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Contributing Reporter 


Now more than ever, people are 


proud to be US citizens. Being born~ 


an American citizen is something we 
take for granted. But, there are many 
people fighting to become US citi- 
zens. 

Since 1970, the US Immigration 
and Naturalization Service has been 
responsible for enforcing the laws 
regulating the admissions of foreign- 
born persons to the United States. 
The INS processed over 2.5 million 
naturalization applications in the 
year 2000, as reported in a news 
release in November of 2000. 

One of the applicants is Fiore 
Nestico originally from Argentina. 
Nestico first came to the US in 1972, 
one year after he was married. 
Nestico was given his green card in 
1982, years after being part of a con- 
struction Union. 

“I studied for two years, learning 
how to write, speak and read 
English,” Nestico said. “For as long 
as I can remember, my father told me 


about the great United States.” 
Nestico who live is in Lawrence, 
MA, said he has a complete respect 


’ for the United States, allowing for- 


eigners to apply for citizenship. “ I 
always wanted to live in the US. My 
father came here in 1905 and always 
spoke of the country to me,” said 
Nestico. 

Nestico studied for his test for 
two years, because he wanted to pass 
it on the first try. He said that he was 
intimidated by the JFK building, 
where he had to take the test. I spent 
$4,000 in fees and applications, I did 
not want to fail,” said Nestico. 

Knowing what the flag stands for 
is common for us, but for Nestico it 
was something that had to be remem- 
bered. “It was hard for me to remem- 
ber what each star stood for’” said 
Nestico. “I am very proud to finally 
understand everything about the 
US.” 

Nestico said that if he had the 
chance to fight for our country he 
would. “ If 1 was younger, I would 
defend the US, the country that final- 
ly gave me freedom, in the war it 
now faces,” said Nestico. “ I am 


proud to have passed the test to 
become a citizen. Now all I have to 
look forward to is my official cere- 
mony on October 30th.” 

The INS Commissioner 
Meissner said that he is grateful to 
congress for providing $124 million 
in 2000 to boost naturalization 
efforts, according to the press 
release in November 2000. He is 
also grateful to the Attorney General 
for her continued support. 

Meissner also stated that the 
INS began issuing Green Cards with 
10-year expiration dates in the fall 
of 1989. According to the INS press 
release, Green Card renewal appli- 
cations are processed within 90 
days. In 1999 it took over 12 
months. 

“J may only be at 80 percent for 
speaking and writing English, but 
the INS has helped me respect the 
US. They take pride in the country. 
I only wish the rest of the country 
could see and understand what the 
United States really stands for,” 
Nestico said. “Freedom , that is 
what it is all about, freedom.” 


him working the grounds again. 

Many of the people who have 
experienced spirit activity at 
Wentworth say it is not always-pleas- 
ant. 

According to witnesses, thunder- 
ous noises come from inside so loud 
they actually shake the building. The 
metal fence around Wentworth often 


_ sways when there is no wind. Red 


orbs float about inside. Footsteps are 
heard “behind” you, but no one is 
there. Doors slam and what sounds 
like furniture is being dragged across 
the room. 

“The place itself at night is 
frightening, but with the activity, it 
makes it real,” said Janet Fantasia, 
50. “There were red orbs on the third 
floor. At first I thought my eyes were 


going, but everyone else in the car 
saw them too.” 

A group of teenagers from 
Elliot, Maine, who wish to remain 
nameless, said they had the fright of 
their lives. One of the girls, who 
was hiding onto the fence trying to 
peek into Wentworth, could not get 
her hands free. She said that it felt 
like someone had a grip on her. 

Her friends tried to get her fin- 
gers untangled but couldn’t. One of 
the boys said he picked up a rock, 
threw it at the building, but the rock 
he threw was thrown back at him. 

After this they were able to pull 
their friend off the fence. 

“T have worked here for 17 
years and | never witnessed any- 
thing or received a report from any- 
one about activity going on at 
Wentworth,” said Sgt. Cummings 
from New Castle’s police depart- 
ment. “My mother worked security 
there, but witnessed nothing. I 
heard rumors about Wentworth 
being haunted, I have gone in there 
and have not experienced anything 
yet.” 


Rebuilding 

This past spring, the Marriott 
Hotel bought Wentworth and has 
started work on it. The original 
piece that still stands outside will be 
built over 

The Historical Society of 
Portsmouth claims it to be an 
“endangered structure,” meaning 
that it cannot be torn down. The 
Marriott plans to build around the 
original piece and restore as much 
of it as possible. 

Lights are left on at Wentworth 
all night to make sure no one goes 
in. Ghost activity has been quiet so 
far, but for how much longer? 

“Ghosts will never leave, unless 
the place is torn down or moved,” 
says Bill Thomson. “When they 
start working on Wentworth itself, 
that’s when activity will be at its 
greatest, but many times it can turn 
out to be dangerous. They don’t like 
being disturbed.” 


‘Islam 101 lecture is planned 


Michael Weber returns 
Oct. 30 to give lecture 
on Muslim culture 


By popular demand, Salem State 
College Professor Michael Weber 
will return to Northern Essex 
Community College’s Haverhill 
Campus to present a program called 
“Islam 101.” 

He will speak Tuesday, Oct. 30 
from noon until 1 p.m. in the Bentley 
Library Conference Area. The lecture 
is free and open to the public. 

Weber, a former NECC professor 
who lives in Haverhill, is a scholar of 
the Middle East who studied Islamic 
history at both Boston University and 
Georgetown. 

On Oct. 4, Weber also spoke at 
NECC “Understanding Muslim 
Fundamentalists.” He told the audi- 
ence that most Americans are “igno- 
rant of Islam and hold a simplistic 
and monolithic view of the religion.” 
He went on to say that while the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001, were 
“impossible to understand. . . and 
shocking. They were not entirely 
unexpected.” 

While it is easy to demonize the 


perpetrators of the terrorist attacks, 
Weber said, “We need to remember 
these people came from somewhere. 
They have lives.” 

Weber gave an overview of the 
rise and fall of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the expulsion of 
Islamist dissidents from Saudi Arabia 
to other countries such as Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, and the evolution of 
the Taliban, as well as the formation 
of more than 9,000 schools that teach 
nothing but extreme forms of Islam 
to poor boys 8 to 16 years old. 

“The West was demonized,” says 
Weber. “They were taught nothing 
else, only the interpretation of the 
scholars of their sect.” 

Fielding a variety of questions 
from the audience, Weber addressed 
everything from the relationship 
between the United States and Israel 
to the rise of Saudi millionaire, 
Osama bin Laden to extreme Islamist 
leader, to the custom of veiling 
Islamic women. 

The Oct. 30 lecture will address 
questions such as what Islam is, the 
rituals of the faith, and the five pillars 
of Islam. 

For more information on this 
program or others at Northern Essex 
Community College, call the Public 
Relations office at 978-556-3862. 
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Rodeo provides good getaway 


Rodeo racing is 
an exhilarating 
experience 


By MELISSA GRAVES 
Contributing Reporter 


drenaline pumping, heart 
racing, your horse sensing 
the excitement and ready to 


go. Then it is time. Your name is 
called, the gates fly open. 
“Racing at full speed into an 


arena, spotlight upon you, crowd 


screaming and the loud speaker 
explaining the event, it’s enough 
distraction to make one lose concen- 
tration,” explains racer Nikki 
Torturo. 

Turning the last barrel, running 
home, kicking your horse like crazy 
it’s all over in a matter of 13-17 sec- 
onds. 

This event is called barrel rac- 
ing. A highly competitive sport that 
involves a really fast horse and a 
very experienced rider. You and 
your horse become a team to race 
for the fastest time. 

A rodeo consists of many times 
events where skilled riders compete 
in dangerous and exciting events. 

Craig Mckoskery states that, “It 
sure may look easy but it involves a 
lot of strenuous practice before you 
are ready to professionally compete 
in APRA (American Professional 
Rodeo Association) or IPRA 
(International Professional Rodeo 
Association).” 

Craig competes on the event 
called calf roping, which is a very 
skilled event, where the rider at full 
speed chases a calf down the arena, 


photo courtesy Melissa Graves 


The author, an accomplished rodeo rider, is pictured competing in the arena. This highly competitive sport 
involves a lot of strenuous practice and is not for the timid. 


catches it, then jumps off his horse 
as fast as he can and ties the calf’s 
legs up. This event can have a time 
frame of anywhere between 7-10 
seconds depending on the cowboy. 
Other events that are included dur- 


ing your night with the cowboy and 
cowgirls are: bull riding, bareback 
riding, saddle bronc, team roping, 
breakaway, steer wrestling, and the 
many clown acts and trick riding. 
Rodeos take place all throughout the 


United States and are seasonal in 
some places. 

Rodeo is a completely different 
atmosphere. Everyone is helpful, 
kind and looking to have a good 
time. 


For me, it is a wonderful experi- 
ence and great way to get away. 
Sitting by a campfire, dancing, and 
being with your trusted steed (horse) 
is a way I love to spend my time. 

The feeling after racing is an 
experience | only get after compet- 
ing. It’s a source of freedom, no 
worries, stress reduction, and a 
sense of coming back to reality. It’s 
exhilarating. 

It’s almost like being in a com- 
pletely different world,” explains 
barrel racer Kathy Bastarche. 

“Hick” is a common phrase used 
by many city dwellers, which makes 
me laugh because they don’t really 
understand the whole deal. 

We may look like hicks because 
of the way we dress, yes, but inside 
we are normal, everyday people 
with a normal life. 

The cowboy hats, boots, spurs, 
and ropes and the “wedgey” pants 
(well fitting pants) are not usually 
our normal way of dress. This way 
of dress is mandatory and it’s fun 
because it puts a change in your 
ordinary life and its almost like 
wearing a costume. 

So when the season finally 
comes around, many of us are more 
than obliged. Winning money, hav- 
ing fun, and some relaxation. Why 
not? 

Everybody should experience 
the rodeo scene at least once. You 
will truly enjoy it and find it inter- 
esting. 

The cowboys and girls can show 
you plenty of excitement either out 
in the arena competing or if you’re 
still curious hangout afterwards, 
dance and get downright crazy! 
This will definitely be an experience 
never to be forgotten. 


Wingate Street Micro Theatre celebrates grand opening 


New theater gives 
spotlight to local 


performers 
By CATHLEEN GABLE 
Contributing Reporter 

The Wingate Street Micro 
Theatre celebrated its Grand 


Opening Week from Oct. 2 through 
Oct. 7. 

The newly renovated theatre fea- 
tured two shows every evening 
including performances by comedi- 
ans, storytellers and local musicians. 
Several poetry readings and film 
screenings were also part of the 
scheduled line-up. 

“We thought about canceling the 
Grand Opening events in recognition 
of Sept. 11,” said artistic director 
Robin Hordun, “ but we chose to go 
ahead as planned. The owner (Brian 
Longwell) and I decided to waive all 
cover charges and instead ask that 
donations be made to the American 
Red Cross, at the door.” 

I attended Thursday evening’s 
show featuring stand-up comedian, 
Tony V. 

Opening the show’ was 
Lawrence-born storyteller Andrew 
Mungo, followed by Boston-based 
poet Kyria Abrams, who read several 
of her love and relationship inspired 
poems. 


Mungo articulately spun tales of 
his life and his family, growing up in 
postwar Lawrence; a time almost for- 
gotten, a time when a child was 
excited at the new Rexall Drugstore 
calendar hung on the wall every 
January. 

Abrams’ poems were moving 
and personal yet universal themes of 
love, sadness and loneliness probably 
touched the hearts of each person sit- 
ting and listening in the dark. 

Tony V. performed a one-man 
play-in-progress titled, “The Failure, 
A Success Story,” in which he 
recalled the story of his life as a per- 
former who never quite made it the 
big time. 

But, through it all, he realized he 
was having fun. Isn’t that what being 
truly successful is all about? Tony V. 
wholeheartedly believed this theory 
and proves its validity through a 
series of vignettes and anecdotes, 
which at once caused a roar of laugh- 
ter, then a moment to stop and pon- 
der. 

The electric mix of talents and 
genres was interesting, balanced and 
how somehow connected. 

Each performer had a thoroughly 
different story and a unique way of 
telling it, yet, they drew from the 
same energy, sharing their creativity 
and their stories with a small audi- 
ence of 15 people. 

“The response has been mixed,” 
said Hordun, “it has been tough get- 
ting the word out there that we are 
here. We also realize this is a rela- 


tively new concept for people to 
grasp. We are hoping news will trav- 
el by word of mouth, a friend tells a 
friend, and so on. The press coverage 
has been favorable. The Boston 
Globe and the Herald have each writ- 
ten reviews. The difficulty has been 
getting the local press interested. It 
is new and it is different. It is taking 
a while for them to get their arms 
around it.” 

Located at 45 Wingate St. in 
Downtown Haverhill’s Art District, 
the Wingate Street Micro Theatre is 
part of an entertainment complex. 
The Peddler’s Daughter, an Irish- 
themed pub is downstairs. 

Across the lobby is Bistro 45, a 
tapas and martini bar scheduled to 
open in a few weeks. 

Also, adjacent to the theatre is an 
antique bookstore, which also serves 
as the box office. 

“We are trying to create a unique 
and pleasant environment, making 
space available to memorable 
evening out on the town, without 
having to go to Boston,” Hordun 
said. “These types of self-contained 
complexes are very popular in Great 
Britain. Pub, theatre, and restaurants 
all together under one roof are very 
traditional there.” 

The theatre has been recently 
renovated to include backdrops, 
stage lights, realigned video and 
audio projection and several rows of 
comfortable, banked seating. 

The exposed original brick and 
rafters, plush carpet and book- 
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We are trying to create a unique and 
pleasant environment, making space 
available to memorable evening out on 
the town, without having to go to Boston. 


—Robin Hordun 


shelved walls create a cozy, intimate 
room with a comfortable feel. 

“We want this space to become 
an artistic sandbox where single per- 
formers, small performance troupes 
and high-quality independent films 
would be shown,” Hordun said. “No 
week will ever have the same pro- 
gramming. We hope the wide variety 
of performers and screenings will 
keep the local audiences curious and 
ultimately entertained.” 

Performances at the Wingate 
Micro Theatre are scheduled to run 
Thursday through Sunday nights. 

The artists performing during the 
next several weeks include folk 


singer Amelia White, bluegrass mae- 
stro Orrin Starr and Canadian comic 
Kerry Talmage. A screening of 
Jimmy Tingle’s film “Damned in the 
USA” is scheduled for Oct. 20. 

“There is a lot happening here at 
45 Wingate St. and a lot more is in 
the works,” Hordun said. “We are 
always changing, looking for some- 
thing new and exciting to present to 
our audience. There is a lot of talent 
out there, we are looking forward to 
this dynamic adventure.” 

For schedule or booking infor- - 
mation cal. (978) 521-7664 or visit 
the Web site at www.wingatethe- 
atre.com. 
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Bush pledges to lead 
country through ‘one of 


the darkest moments’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) President 
George W. Bush pledged Sunday to 
lead America through “one of the 
darkest moments in our history,” 
while insisting his focus on terror- 
ism would not derail his domestic 
agenda. 

“Let me be clear about this: We 
will win the war on terrorism, and 
we will also continue to fight impor- 
tant battles at home,” Bush told the 
American Society of 
Anesthesiologists in a speech deliv- 
ered by videotape in New Orleans. 

“During the past few days, our 
nation has experienced one of the 
darkest moments in our history," he 
said, “Yet even in the midst of this 
tragedy, the eternal lights of 
America's goodness and greatness 
have shown through.” 

Cabinet members took to the 
airwaves Sunday to try to calm a 
public shaken by the threat of new 
terrorist attacks and by fears of 
exposure to anthrax. 

They said they consider the 
sending of anthrax through the mail 
an act of terrorism, but that there is 
no direct evidence now to link the 
U.S. cases to Osama bin Laden. 


American Muslims 
call for active role 


SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) 
Muslims should use the national 
spotlight focused on them since the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks to educate 
others about Islam and become more 
politically active, leaders said 
Saturday at the American Muslim 
Alliance's national convention. 

The alliance is one of the few 
national political Muslim groups in 
the country and the first to meet 
since the terrorist attacks. More than 
300 people attended the convention 
at a San Jose hotel, patrolled by at 
least six police officers and two pri- 
vate security guards. 

Participants at the convention 
urged Muslims to seek positions in 
everything from local parent and 
teacher associations to the Bush 
administration. 

“This is our moment as 
Muslims,” said Omar Ahmad, board 
chairman of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations. “This is 
the time to be visible and strong.” 

Ahmad outlined a 10-step politi- 
cal agenda, telling Muslims they 
must be represented at all levels of 
society. There are about 6 million 
Muslims in the United States, but 
none in Congress, on the Supreme 
Court or in high-ranking positions in 
the Bush administration. 


Sending anthrax is 
considered terrorism 


U.S. administration officials said 
Sunday they consider the sending of 
anthrax through the mail an act of 
terrorism, but there is no direct evi- 
dence now to link the U.S. cases to 
Osama bin Laden. Cabinet members 
sought to reassure Americans that 
their government is prepared to deal 
with instances of bioterrorism. 
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New president wants 
fo create new campus 


‘for centuries to come’ 


CAMBRIDGE (AP) Newly 
installed Harvard University 
President Lawrence H. Summers 
wants the historic school to expand 
“across the river” in Boston. 

Summers, who was_ U.S. 
Treasury Secretary under President 
Clinton, was inaugurated Friday as 
Harvard’s 27th president. 
Addressing students and faculty in 
Harvard Yard, he outlined goals 
that include closer relations 
between faculty and students, and 
more focus on innovation. 

Harvard has been buying land 
in Boston’s Allston neighborhood 
for over a decade. Summers said 
the parcels should be developed to 


create “a new Harvard campus for 
centuries to come.” 

“If we make the right choices, 
if we take full advantage of a phys- 
ical opportunity across the river in 
Allston—an opportunity to create 
a campus that is several times as 
large as this whole yard—we will 
have earned the gratitude of future 
generations,” he said. 

It wouldn’t be the first time. 
Harvard Business School was built 
on swamp land in Allston, along 
the Charles River. In Cambridge, 
the Kennedy School of 
Government sits on the former site 
of a train yard, Summers pointed 
out. 

Summers said he wants sci- 
ence better integrated in under- 
graduate studies. 

Part of our task will be to 
assure that all who graduate from 
this place are equipped to compre- 
hend, to master, to work with, the 


Harvard plans expansion into Boston 


scientific developments that are 
transforming the world in which 
we will all work and live,” he said. 

Summers, 46, is a former eco- 
nomics professor at Harvard. He 
recalled relationships with his stu- 
dents as evidence that faculty must 
give students more face-to-face 
time. 

Paul A. Gusmorino III, presi- 
dent of the Undergraduate 
Council, had called on Summers to 
do just that. Gusmorino was one of 
five speakers who took the podium 
before Summers. 

“You have the opportunity to 
breathe new life into the bond 
between students and faculty,” said 
Gusmorino, a junior. “Together we 
can build an academic community 
where learning and living are truly 
united. . . Today begins your own 
time of opportunity, President 
Summers: Seize it.” 


Big Dig contractor to consider quitting 
if financial standoff not resolved 


BOSTON (AP) The Big Dig’s 
top contractor, 16 years into the 
largest highway construction pro- 
ject in U.S. history, would consider 
quitting if it cannot resolve a finan- 
cial standoff with the state. 

Officials with Bechtel/Parsons 
Brinckerhoff said ending its man- 
agement of the Big Dig is one of 
three options it would consider, the 
Boston Sunday Globe reported, if 
disagreements persist with the 
state. 

Other options are continuing 
the current management structure 
unchanged, or reducing its profit 
by $20 million if the total cost 
exceeds the current estimate of 
$14.5 billion. 

The options were outlined in a 
letter to the Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority. The authority 
rejected all three, and reiterated its 
demand for $200 million from 
Bechtel in “‘reparations” for cost 
overruns, the Globe said, citing 
anonymous sources close to the 


dispute. 

Members of the Turnpike 
Authority board, which oversees 
the Big Dig, had threatened to fire 
Bechtel unless costs are brought 
under control. Last month, officials 
announced that the project’s cost 
had jumped by another $400 mil- 
lion to $14.5 billion. 

The Big Dig’s price tag has 
climbed steadily from its original 
estimate of $2.6 billion when 
ground was broken in 1991. 

The contractor rejected calls 
for reparations. The state has paid 
Bechtel $1.5 billion since 1986, 
although the firm’s actual profit is 
a fraction of that. 

“We do not think that repara- 
tions are a reasonable basis for dis- 
cussions,” John MacDonald, presi- 
dent of Bechtel Infrastructure 
Corporation, told a Statehouse 
committee this month. 

Turnpike board member Jordan 
Levy told the Transportation 
Committee that the board will 


decide by mid-October whether to 
fire Bechtel. 

“I know what the outcry might 
be if we try this and all hell breaks 
loose and we fail,” he said. “I will 
take no steps that are haphazard.” 

MacDonald has refused to 
guarantee the $14.5 billion bottom 
line, calling such a promise “too 
risky.” 

The Turnpike Authority did not 
immediately return a call from The 
Associated Press. Bechtel officials 
could not be reached for comment. 

The Big Dig, officially known 
as the Central Artery/Third Harbor 
Tunnel Project, will bury three 
miles of Interstate 93 beneath 
Boston. Work is nearly 75 percent 
complete. 

Bechtel/Parsons Brinckerhoff 
is one of the largest engineering 
and construction firms in the world 
and has overseen work on the Big 
Dig since it broke ground. 
Bechtel’s contract runs through 
2005. 


Long ride for Ginger: Lost cat hitches ride 
from British Columbia to Boston suburb 


RANDOLPH (AP) _ The 
incredible journey of Ginger the 
cat ended in this Boston suburb 
after a 3,266-mile truck ride with- 
out food and water from Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

Ginger hitched a ride in a trac- 
tor trailer around on Aug. 29, a 
week and half after the death of 
his brother Tigger in a car acci- 
dent. 

The traveling tabby lived in a 
shed near the Sherwood Industries 
wood and pellet stove factory in 


Victoria, where its owner works. 

“He may have been looking 
for his brother,” owner Douglas R. 
Payie of Victoria told The 
Enterprise of Brockton. 

The cat was found last week 
after roaming the streets of 
Randolph for nearly three weeks 
as a stray. 

“We’ve been in operation 40 
years, and I’ve never had anything 
like this happen,” said Roberta 
Keese, president and founder of 
the Hilltop Humane Society, 


where the cat is recovering. 

Payie realized Ginger had dis- 
appeared on Aug. 29, the same 
day the truck left the factory. 

He contacted its eventual 
Randolph destination, but his cat’s 
whereabouts remained a mystery 
until workers in Randolph spotted 
him. : 

Humane society officials 
believe Ginger survived the cross- 
continental adventure by licking 
the condensation that accumulated 
on the inner walls of the truck. 


Students walk out of classes in protest of bombing 


MIDDLETOWN, Conn. (AP) 
About 150 students walked out of 
classes at Wesleyan University last 
week to protest the American and 
British bombing in Afghanistan. 

Demonstrators said a violent 
response to the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks will only provoke more vio- 
lence. They urged government 
leaders to develop a peaceful solu- 
tion. 

“We’re trying to critically think 


about ways in which we could 
affect a movement of peace,” 
Wesleyan senior Ritu Sen told 
WVIT-TV. 

Last month, students formed a 
coalition against violent retaliation. 

Other students said they sup- 
ported bombing Taliban targets in 
Afghanistan, while some said they 
had mixed feelings. 

“I’m frustrated because I’m not 
sure what our other options are,” 


said Nicole Wellington, a senior at 
the university. “A lot of people on 
campus here are saying they don’t 
support the war, but they’re not 
proposing any other options 
besides peace.” 

The university has scheduled 
several teach-ins—lectures, panel 
discussions and question-and- 
answer sessions designed to edu- 
cate the community about terrorist 
attacks and America’s response. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Taliban asks foes to 
join fight against US 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
After a week of U.S. air attacks, 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
appealed Sunday to their foes in the 
opposition northern alliance to join 
ranks to fight the Americans, the 
Afghan Islamic Press reported. 

The Islamabad-based agency 
quoted Taliban intelligence chief 
Qari Ahmedullah as saying opposi- 
tion fighters who agreed to join in 
the war could keep their own 
weapons to kill Americans. 

“This is now a question of our 
religion and country,” Ahmedullah 
was quoted as saying. “We will for- 
get our past differences with those 
who join us now.” 

The northern alliance is a coali- 
tion of ethnic minorities driven 
from power by the Taliban in 1996. 

The United States launched air 
attacks Oct. 7 to force the Islamic 
militia to hand over Osama bin 
Laden, chief suspect in last month's 
terrorist attacks in the United 
States. 


Muslim clerics criticize 


US for air strikes 
BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) 


Lebanese Muslim clerics criticized 
the United States on Sunday for its 
airstrikes on Afghanistan, saying 
they amounted to punishing innocent 
people. 

“The international community 
should have thought about how to 
rescue the poor Afghan people from 
their economic plight rather than 
punish them for a crime they did not 
commit," said a statement issued by a 
meeting of 80 clerics at an Islamic 
college near Beirut. 

Shiite Muslim Sheik Naim 
Kassem, the deputy secretary-gener- 
al of the militant Hezbollah group, 
and the Sunni Muslim mufti of 
Mount Lebanon, Sheik Mohammed 
Ali Jouzou, attended the meeting. 

“We have no problems with the 
American people and we feel sorry 
for the deaths of innocent people,” 
the statement said in reference to the 
terrorist acts in New _ York, 
Washington and Pennsylvania that 
killed more than 5,000 people. 

However, the United States was 
using the attacks to strengthen its 
influence in Central Asia and base 
military facilities closer to Iran, 
Russia, China and other Central 
Asian nations, the clerics said. 


Bin Laden spokesman 
repeats threats 
CAIRO, Egypt (AP) A 


spokesman for Osama bin Laden's 
al-Qaida network has_ repeated 
threats to carry out new terror attacks 
and said Muslims in the United 
States and Britain should avoid air- 
planes and tall buildings. 

Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, speaking 
on a videotape aired on Qatar's Al- 
Jazeera satellite channel, also said 
President Bush, his father, former 
President Clinton and the prime min- 
isters of Israel and Britain would not 
“escape punishment" for the deaths 
of Muslims. 
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By DAVID PELLERIN 
Contributing Reporter 


A plot to kill the Malaysian pres- 
ident by using a famous model as a 
hit man might sound like an unusual 
and funny premise for a film. But 
“Zoolander,” which is currently num- 
ber one at the box office, is scarcely 
funny and sometimes just plain 
awful. 

“Zoolander” is comedian Ben 
Stiller’s latest vehicle. Stiller wrote 
and directed the film himself. It 
focuses on fictional fashion model 
Derek Zoolander (Stiller) who has 
the IQ of Ace Ventura and the swag- 
ger of Patrick Swayze, a combination 
that just spells comedic disaster. 
That is definitely what this film is. 

The character Zoolander was first 
used by Stiller in a VH1/Vogue 
Fashion Awards skit back in 1996. 
The movie is set in a world in which 
male super models are used as hired 
hands to assassinate world leaders. 
Derek Zoolander is selected by fash- 
ion designer Mugatu (Will Ferrell) to 
kill the Malaysian president. Only a 
magazine writer (Christine Taylor) 
and a rival model named Hansel 
(Owen Wilson) can help Zoolander 
out of this evil plot. 

Stiller, who has starred in such 
films as “There’s Something About 
Mary” and “Meet The Parents,” is the 
main problem in the film. In his 
other comedies, Stiller plays the 
straight man. He was the Abbott to 
somebody else’s Costello. Stiller 
worked well as being the regular guy 
who is reacting to or on the receiving 
end of the joke. 

In “Zoolander,” it seems like 
Stiller is trying to be a fashion model 
version of Jim Carrey. The problem 
is Stiller can’t pull it off. The shal- 
low super model character he plays is 


Arts & Entertainment 


Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures 


Ben Stiller stars in “Zoolander,” currently in theaters. 


not loveable. He is not a character 
you root for. This makes the film 
highly unenjoyable and very slow at 
times. 

The film is somewhat saved by 
the supporting cast. Will Ferrell is 
funny in his portrayal of the twisted 
villain Mugatu. I would rather have 
seen the film focused on him because 
he was one of the few aspects that 
really worked. 

Also enjoyable in the film were 
the guest appearances by David 


Bowie, Billy Zane, David Duchovny 
and Jerry Stiller (Ben’s dad). 

Watching Jerry Stiller as 
Zoolander’s agent, Maury, is like 
watching a father schooling his son 
in the art of comedy. Ben Stiller 
should study his father’s perfor- 
mance; he may learn something. So, 
if you are looking for a feel-good 
comedy with a hilarious script, then 
do yourself a favor and stay away 
from “Zoolander.” 


Disco Biscuits enthrall with “Bisco” 


By Kory WAGNER 
Contributing Reporter 


The Disco Biscuits’ latest 
release “They Missed the Perfume” 
is by far one of the most amazing 
CDs I have purchased this year. 

This Philadelphia-based quartet 
fuses the music of a free form jam 
band with the electronic hypnotizing 
sound of trance to bring you what 
they like to call “Bisco.” 

This CD brings you on a journey 


into the unknown, making you anx- 
ious to find out what the next stop 
will be every time a new song comes 
on. With their sound and style in 
each song always evolving, you will 
definitely pick up new things every 
time you listen. 

The Disco Biscuits are: Jon 
Gutwillig on guitar, Marc 
Brownstein playing bass, Aaron 
Manger on keyboards and Sam 
Altman playing drums, with all of 
them contributing vocals. These four 
guys know what they’re doing and 


See puzzle, page 12 


|G|O|B MM ACIE| 


ViP|S Vie |T 


AINIE OR es ae 


A 


}o|m|a}z|> 
ee eae 
nirlols 


INT I | 
|E|G| 
E|O| 
DIR] 
ALR] 
Ee 
}E[N 
Be 


<|>[offololo| 
m[zlols|a/o|z 


A 
Ea 
Ww) 
A 
LN 
el 
E | 
Ri 
Mi 
A 
iT 


=|>|=]¢) 


o|o|zZ|>|=) 


they do it well. 

Layering sound over sound gives 
their songs a full feel. Using a key- 
board to add to more layers and 
sound to each song makes their 
music different from most jam bands 
out there. Each song on the album is 
better than the last, always showing 
how much talent they really have. 

The CD starts with “Highwire,” 
an energetic song filled with 
melodies and harmonies that are a 
great way to lead you into their 
world. The third song on the CD, 
“Hakeakala Crater,” is one of my 
favorite songs, brining out the influ- 
ences of Phish and Pink Floyd. 

It seems to me that they’re 
always trying to grab your attention 
with what they can do with their 
instruments. These four Philadelphia 
boys impressed me every step of the 
way with what they can do. 

The Disco Biscuits tour exten- 
sively throughout the year, mostly 
playing festival-style shows, but they 
always leave time to play club dates 
in between. I’ve never been able to 
see the Disco Biscuits perform live, 
but I have heard they put on an out- 
standing show. 

They will be coming to the 
Boston area in late December for 
their New Year’s tour. Check out 
their website at http://www.discobis- 
cuits.com for the latest information 
about their touring schedule. 

I highly recommend checking 
out this CD in the near future as it 
holds so many styles that there is 
bound to be something that everyone 
will like about it. 


File photo 


Michael Finegold, flutist and professor of music at NECC, 
will perform Oct. 21 at 4 p.m with The Essex Chamber 
Music Players, which he founded. The concert will take 
place in the Bentley Library conference area on the 
Haverhill campus. 


Haverhill Coffeehouse 
presents folk artist 
Geoff Muldaur 


One of the great voices and musical forces to emerge from the folk, 
blues and folk-rock scenes centered in Cambridge and Woodstock, 
Geoff Muldaur is touring again. He has toured all over the world, 
won an Emmy, been a producer, composed scores for movies and tele- 
vision, and is now celebrating his latest CD release. Catch him live 


Oct. 20 at New Moon Coffeehouse in Haverhill. Check out 
http://www.newmooncoffeehouse.org for more information. 


~AL 
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Fans are excited by P.O.D.’s newest release 


By AARON NOONAN 
Contributing Reporter 


The highly anticipated new 
P.O.D. album is finally out. 
“Satellite” is everything P.O.D. fans 
have been hoping for, and then some. 
The band has successfully stuck to 
their metal/rap-core style, while at 
the same time creating something 
fresh and new. 

This album is slightly more 
upbeat than their past albums, but, 
like the other albums, they continue 
to stick with their Christian roots. 
With songs like “Youth of the 
Nation” and “Alive,” the listener 
can't help but get pumped up. 

Through the years, P.O.D. has 
surprised the music scene many 
times. Seeming to come out of 
nowhere, they jump to the top of the 
charts. 

I personally remember three 
years ago (before “The Fundamental 
Elements of Southtown” was 
released) they announced at one of 
their concerts that they were just 
invited to join the Ozzfest tour. From 
there the band launched into stardom. 
The next time I saw them, they were 
on MTV in a music video for their 
first great hit, “Southtown.” 

In the early days of P.O.D., they 
could be described as pure rap-core. 


With Sonny yelling out all sorts of 
amazing rhymes and lyrics, and 
Marcos ripping out riff after heavy 
riff, they had proven themselves to 
be talented musicians. 

In “Satellite” they have expanded 
their musical style. With the song 
“Ridiculous,” they have a sound 
unheard. Combining rap, funk and 
metal causes an exciting new sound. 
Also in their instrumental “Guitarras 
de Amor,” they throw in some classic 
Spanish style guitar. P.O.D. have 
even stretched into the punk scene 
with “Without Jah, Nothin’.” They 
are working hard to bring talent back 
to the music scene. 

This new album will be their 
most successful yet. Expanding to 
more musical styles and having an 
extremely strong message will make 
their CDs sell. P.O.D.'s talent and 
message have inspired many people, 
some to the point of starting their 
own bands. Even in our own back 
yards we have talent growing from 
the influence of P.O.D. Local bands 
like Eklezia and Moongrooy both 
give credit to P.O.D. for their inspira- 
tion. 

P.O.D. will not be going away 
any time soon. As long as they are 
around, | feel they will be making it 
to the top of the charts. 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Don’t believe everything you 
hear, and make sure to check your 
sources and facts. If you find your- 
self in a tense and confining situa- 
tion, call a time out, thinking about 
the best approach to take. Make a 
connection to your past and pieces 
will fall into place. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

Use your intellect to solve a par- 
ticular problem. Keeping your per- 
spective will help you to hold your 
temper and avoid any unnecessary 
blowups about trivial matters. 
Relationships are present on your 
mind, don’t deny any emotional tur- 
moil that’s brewing. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

Use your imagination and inge- 
nuity to make the right impression 
with those around you, especially in 
the workplace. Love is not only on 
your mind, but present all around. 
You may be in the middle of an 
intensely new relationship, or an old 
flame may reappear. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Your craving for something dif- 
ferent, which could have a negative 
effect on something or someone dear 
to you. Someone is likely to hurt 
your delicate feelings during the 
week - telling you to not be so sensi- 
tive is like telling you not to breathe 
... try to relax. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

Two very opposite qualities need 
to be combined into a whole, some- 
thing which will work best for you. 
You’ve got your work cut out for 
you, considerable energy and 
thought is required to solve the prob- 
lem. Stick with what you know, it 
makes you comfortable. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Don’t use your energies in ways 
that create a destructive end, no mat- 
ter how tempting. It might be for the 
best to take time out from a relation- 
ship which seems to be going 
nowhere. Do something extra special 
for a family member who is having a 
tough time. 


__HOROSCOPES _ 


LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

Consider all things which are 
truly of value to you, and put your 
your energies behind them. Use your 
monies in a responsible way, long 
term investing is probably your best 
bet. Attend to all to all financial 
details now, and it will save you time 
and money later. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

You value honesty and openess 
in relationships, and letting others 
know this will enhance any bonding 
which occurs. You are long overdue 
for a dose of relaxation and pamper- 
ing - maybe a specially planned 
weekend away will do the trick. 
Tamper any criticism. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 
21) 

Take any changes in stride and 
you will see that something new suits 
your purposes better than you would 
have ever expected. Look to positive 
long-term plans in order to subdue 
your anxieties. Make creative ideas 
attractive by gearing them to the 
needs of others. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 
20) 

Both compassion and flexibility 
are necessary throughout the week. 
Someone close is going through a 
rough time and may be wallowing in 
self pity, there is little you can do 
about it. Try to overcome any ner- 
vousness you may feel, your support 
will no doubt turn the tide. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Your assertive approach at work 
will win you more friends than ene- 
mies. If the information coming to 
you seems confusing and excessive, 
take your time and review everything 
before making decisions. Keep a 
close watch on activities at home to 
insure a positive outcome. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

It is very important to recognize 
your own limitations, and not take on 
something for which you are not 
equipped. If a spat occurred between 
you and a loved one - find common 
ground where both of you can get 
what you need most now. Listen to 
others’ ideas and broaden your per- 
spective. 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


ACROSS 

1. Large quantity 

4. Something up the 
sleeve? 

7. Bush and Gore, 
once: Abbr. 

10. Army retiree, for 
short 

13. Chemical suffix 
14. Los Angeles’ 
____ Marmont 

16. Uris protagonist 
17. Org. that gets a 
lot of heat? 

18. Recovers posses- 
sion of 

hos Woolfsisaue 
Dalloway” 

20. Hypochondriac’s 
reason for visiting 
the doctor 

22. Where to sweat 
it out? 

23. Fin finale? 

24. Church bench 

25. Feel sorry for 

27. Closes 

29. Vienna’s country: 
Abbr. 

32. Mozart’s “Dalla 
sua pace,” e.g. 

33. Hypochondriac’s 
complaint (or the 
doctor’s complaint 
about the hypochon- 
driac) 

37. Opposite of posi- 
tive: Abbr. 

38. Yahoo! competitor 
39. Doctor's prescription for 
the hypochondriac 

46. Leak slowly 

47. Hip-hopper Dr. __ 
48. Fine-grained silt 
51. Table scraps 

52. Sorority chapter 
55. Store window sign 
56. Was introduced to 
57. Hypochondriac’s medical 
costs, with “an” 

COL WiatlS pines Se! 
61. Free from defilement 
62. ____—s— de cologne 

63. Santa , Calif. 

64. Baltimore Orioles pitcher 


65. Old-time welcome 
66. Longing 

67. 31-Down size 

68. Pigs’ digs 

69. Agent from D.C. 


DOWN 

. Indian river 

. Forward flow 

. Gives a licking, so to speak 
. Big garden size 

. 42-Down sound 

. TWO under par 

. Blood vessel 

. Feeling of jealousy 

. Yours, in Oaxaca 

10. Character in an Anne Rice 
novel 

11. Not smooth 

12. Frank McCourt’s follow-up 
to “Angela’s Ashes” 

15. Island off the coast of 
China 

21. White, semisoft cheese 
22. Bridge length 

26. Go on and on 

28. Do karaoke 

30. Six-sided state 

31. Wing-tipped, e.g. 


OONDAARWNDY = 


34. Desire 

35. Composer Stravinsky 

36. Blue and white air traveler 
39. 42-Down sound 

40. Steroid, e.g. 

41. Yucatan native 

42. Where a brood is raised 
43. Mathematician famous for 
his “last theorem” 

44. Civil Rights hero Parks 

45. Clairvoyant’s item 

49. Skein of fine thread 

50. Made a transition, like in a 
conversation 

53. Does a museum curator’s 
job, perhaps 

54. Arrival 

57. Downwind, nautically 

58. Actress Russo 

59. Contradict 

60. Reformer who co-founded 
the Catholic Worker 

61. Friend of Fidel 
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NECC students having a blast with Shakespeare 


NECC’s Top Notch Theater will 
be running two weekends of shows 
for Shakespeare's “Macbeth” start- 
ing Nov. 9. The Observer's News 
Editor, Aaron Foss, conducted the 
following interview with Matt Carr 
who is playing Macbeth and Amanda 
Mandigo who is Lady Macbeth. 


Q: How many plays have you 
performed in at NECC? 

Carr: I’ve been in seven plays 
here, including “Harvey,” “A 
Christmas Carol,” “Our Town,” and 
the student one acts. 

Mandigo: This is my first play at 
Northern Essex. I’m excited though. 
1 live, breathe and eat theater. 


Q: Were you in any perfor- 
mances in high school? 

Carr: No, none until I got here. 

Mandigo: | was in eight plays in 
high school, including one acts. 


Q: How did you first get 
involved in acting? 
Carr: John Seffel got me 


involved in a play he was directing 
for the Town and Country Playhouse 
in Salem, N.H. I had met John 
through people we knew in a class 
together and he asked me if I had 
ever acted before and if I would try 
out for his play. I ended up playing 
Fred Gailey in Miracle on 34th Street 
and that was my first role. 

Mandigo: | have always had a 
natural affinity towards acting. When 
I was 5, I used to pretend I was Tina 
Turner singing “You Better Be Good 


To Me.” 

Q:Why did 
Macbeth? 

Carr: | was extremely excited 
when I found out that Top Notch 
would be doing “Macbeth” in the 
fall. | knew I had to be a part of it, 


you tryout for 


plus I wanted to get a little 
Shakespeare under my belt. It had 
always been my favorite 


Shakespeare play. 

Mandigo: Honestly I wanted to 
meet other people. Also, I love 
Shakespeare; it’s theater at its best. 


Q: Is this your first time working 
with Shakespeare? 

Carr: Yes 

Mandigo: No, I’ve also been in 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and 
“Taming of the Shrew.” 


Q: Did you get the part that you 
wanted in “Macbeth?” 

Carr: I would have been happy 
with anything, but how can you not 
be excited about getting the lead 
character. The play is named after 
him. 

Mandigo: Yeah, | already had an 
idea of how I wanted to play Lady 
Macbeth. She is one of my favorite 
Shakespearean females. She can be 
evil and sexy at the same time. 


Q: What do you think of the cast 
as a whole? 

Carr: It’s a good cast and we’re 
all mixing well. It’s not easy to do 
Shakespeare, but everyone is trying 
hard and giving it their all. 


Aaron Foss photo 


Matt Car and Amanda Mandigo play Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in an upcoming NECC production. 


Mandigo: When | first got cast, I 
felt weird because everyone seemed 
like a tight knit group. Some people 
were upset at the role I got. I want to 
thank Matt for being so nice and 
kind. 


Q: How is the _ interaction 
between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
working out so far? 

Carr: We definitely clicked as 
people when we first met. We have 
good chemistry together and right 
now we’re really starting to take 


Movies try to live up to video games 


By BYRON MCNEAL 
Contributing Reporter 


In the past 10 years, movies 
based on video games have received 
a bad rap both in live action and 
anime. Because the writers of the 
scripts have probably never picked 
up a joystick, fans of this genre are 
usually disappointed. 

But there are some bright spots 
in this area, mainly in the world of 
anime, where the game has more 
influence in the film’s production. 

This makes sense since Japan is 
one of the leading powers in video 
games and the birthplace of anime. 

The first film I'll be reviewing 
comes from my personal collection, 
“Street Fighter 2: The Animated 
Movie.” 

The story of this film focuses on 
Ryu and Ken, the heroes of the game. 

Ryu is a travelling warrior seek- 
ing to raise his skill level through 
any fight he can find. His long-time 
training partner, friend and rival, 
Ken, who’s now a pro fighter, is 
obsessed with proving his superiori- 
ty to Ryu. But secretly the two fight- 
ers are being tailed by the sinister 
organization of Shadowlaw, led by 
M. Bison. He is the game’s final 
boss who’s seeking the strongest 
street fighters in the world for his 
army. 

SF2 fans won’t be disappointed 
by this one; all the characters in the 
game have a small part to play, and 
the fight scenes were well drawn and 


Tae 


Photo courtesy of http://www.mortalkombat.com 


“Mortal Kombat” successfully captures the video game in a movie. 


thought out, which is a true testa- 
ment to the original game. 

In the live action department, we 
have the original Mortal Kombat. 
This film is about a former Shaolin 
warrior named Liu Kang, the game’s 
hero who enters the MK tournament 
to avenge his brother’s death at the 
hands of the Demon Sorcerer, Shang 
Tsung, the villain from the first 
game. But Liu is running from his 
true purpose for being in the tourna- 
ment and whether or not he accepts 
his true destiny could determine the 
fate of Earth. 

This movie was well cast, with 
such remarkable talent as Robin 
Shou playing Liu Kang, Bridgette 


Wilson as Sonya Blade, Linden 
Ashby as John Cage and Christopher 
Lambert as Rayden. 

The fight scenes were well 
choreographed. One that stuck out 
the most for me were Johnny Cage 
vs. Scorpion, where the yellow clad 
ninja, Scorpion, used his trademark 
special spear technique shouting the 
ever popular, “Get over here!” 

Another standout fight scene was 
Liu Kang vs. Reptile, in which Liu 
used his signature bicycle kick to 
knock Reptile’s scaly butt into the 
next realm. 

All in all, video game films are 
like stars and humans—you have 
your bright ones and your dim ones. 


shape. 

Mandigo: It’s working fine so 
far. I’m really nervous though 
because this is the first guy I’ve 
kissed in 5 years, plus he has facial 
hair. 


Q: Are the lines harder to learn 
since they are written in old English? 

Carr: Yes and no. It’s hard to get 
a grasp of the language and a lot of 
the time you don’t know what the 
hell you’re saying. At the same time, 
it flows very easy because the way 


Warning: 


it’s written is almost mathematical. 
It’s very poetic. 

Mandigo: Definitely. It’s hard 
enough to remember a lot of lines 
without them being written that way. 
It makes it harder. 


Q: What advice would you give 
to aspiring actors? 

Carr: Don’t be afraid to act. 
You'll never know if you don’t give 
it a shot. Being in Top Notch is a 
blast. 

Mandigo: Breathing is essential. 


Theater 


is not for pansies 


Realistic fight scenes 
in Macbeth provide a 
bloody good time 


By CHARLOTTE GULEZIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


For the majority of non-actors, 
the idea of reciting Shakespeare’s 
language of love in a skirt is not 
exactly thrilling, especially for 
men. “Macbeth,” however replaces 
the flowers with daggers and the 
beauty with 
blood. The actors 
in NECC’s Top 


ewe ys 


The cast of “Macbeth” is learning 
to gasp at a stab and grunt at a thrust, 
just like the professionals do. “It 
feels a little unnatural, but much 
more unnatural having a silent 
scene,” Bryan Burms-Fedele says 
about his two fight scenes. 

There has been much hoopla over 
the final scene of “Macbeth,” which 
is, of course, the beheading of the 
title character. 

Sources will not reveal how the 
climactic finale will pan out, but 
rumor has it that, “heads will be 
rolling,” ah ha, ha ha he! 

The fight captain, student Allen 
Homan, has been involved in the 
choreography as 
well as acting in 
all of the fight 


Notch Theater Jeane scenes. 

production of The more shrieking, “It’s coming 
“Macbeth” are roaring and clanking, along really 
being profession- the better. well with a 
ally trained to month left to 
fight, to murder go,” says 
and to die, —Richard Hedderman, Homan. 


medieval style. 

There are four 
fight scenes in 
“Macbeth,” all being choreographed 
by Richard Hedderman, a certified 
stage combat director. 

“I'd like to get as many deaths 
on stage as_ possible,” says 
Hedderman, “and the more shrieking, 
roaring and clanking, the better the 
fight scene will be.” 


stage combat director 


“Banquo’s 
death is the 
most grue- 
some,” with sliced throats and 
slashed guts on stage, the pansies 
will be easily detected in the audi- 
ence. 

“Macbeth” will be opening Nov. 
9, with two weekends of shows. 

All should attend for a bloody 
good time! 
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Glenn has a lot to make up for The curse of 
‘ Dan Duquette 


He whines despite his 
Jailure to comply 
with team policy 


By Tim SILVA 
Contributing Reporter 


As hundreds of our fellow 
Americans set out on operation 
Enduring Freedom, writing about 
sports seems rather trivial. However, 
I helieve one sports figure in the 
news can learn a very valuable lesson 
from these brave men and women 
who are risking their lives. New 
England Patriots receiver Terry 
Glenn, who returned to work on Oct. 
8 after being absent for nearly two 
months, would benefit greatly by tak- 
ing a page out of one of the soldier’s 
books. 

The Patriots suspended Glenn 
without pay for the entire 2001 sea- 
son on Aug.15 after leaving training 
camp following a dispute with the 
NFL concerning his failure to com- 
ply with the league’s substance abuse 
policy. On Sept. 12, independent 
arbitrator Richard Bloch ruled in 
favor of Glenn in his grievance 
against the team reguarding his sus- 
pension. Bloch ruled that Glenn 
could return to the team after serving 
the four game suspensions originally 
handed down by the league. 

Since the original suspension 
extending all the way to his reinstate- 
ment, Glenn has been nothing short 
of arrogant, ignorant and greedy. 
The consensus is that Glenn would 
have been perfectly agreeable with 
sitting out for the year except for the 
small issue of his salary and signing 
bonus being revoked. 

For a 27-year-old man to be act- 
ing in the way Glenn has over the 
past few months is just plain ridicu- 
lous. It is extremely difficult in times 
like these to have any sympathy for a 
man complaining about a job for 
which he is paid $480,000 a week. 

When Glenn finally does play his 
first game for the Patriots this season 
he has got a lot to prove. To his 


Jamie Roy photo 


Terry Glenn reaches to sign a football in training camp at Foxboro 


Stadium last year. 


teammates he has to prove he’s ready 
to work for the same common goals 
they have been striving for since 
mid-August. To his coaches he 
needs to prove he’s ready to grow up 
and accept the responsibility that 
comes with being a multi-million 


M Wohnen Capital S77 
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dollar receiver in the NFL. Finally, 
and most importantly, Glenn needs to 
prove to everybody, including him 
self that he’s worthy of wearing the 
red white and blue colors of the 
Patriots and the United States of 
America. 


Red Sox fans want to 
get rid of team’s 
General Manager 


By JOANNE HAMOR 
Contributing Reporter 


As the 2001 baseball season 
comes to a close, fans are beginning 
to become vocal for the removal of 
General Manager Dan Duquette. 

When Dan Duquette arrived in 
Boston from Montreal eight years 
ago to replace out going General 
Manager Lou Gorman, he was 
expected to build the Red Sox into a 
team that could 
not only compete 
into the playoffs 
but also maybe 
even someday 
appear in another 
World Series. Not 


76 6a. 


Logging on to 


ty between the two, dating back to 
the last season over a dispute with 
problem player, Carl Everett. 
Despite the feud, and with many 
players on the disabled list, Williams 
kept the team in contention for the 
playoffs until his firing on Aug. 16. 

When Williams was replacing by 
pitching coach Joe Kerrigan, a col- 
lective groan was hear through out 
New England. Bill Furlong a 76- 
year-old, lifelong fan of the Red Sox, 
said, “Kerrigan is a pitching coach, 
not a manager.” When asked his 
thoughts about Duquette, Furlong 
said, “that jerk! He should have been 
fired the moment he fired Jimmy 
Williams.” 

Dave Batz, a season ticket hold- 
er, is fed up and wants to see 
Duquette fired, “no 
question, he should 
be gone. His team 
payroll is in the 
vicinity of $110 mil- 
lion. The Yankees 


only has that not ©@Uquettesucks.com payroll is about $114 
aaes but  mMdicates the volume pan er HOF at 
now one of the Offans that would like sich tae coal 
most expensive tosee Duquette fired. to the Red Sox,” 


baseball franchis- 
es will not make it 
into the playoffs 
for a second year 
in a row. 

The feuds between Duquette and 
players and managers have now 
become legendary, including the 
most publicized one with pitching 
star Roger Clemens early on in 
Duquette’s reign in Boston. That 
feud resulted in Clemens signing 
with the Toronto Blue Jays and then 
the New York Yankees. For Red Sox 
fans, what could be worse? 

The most notorious feud of 2001 
resulted in a new manager for the 
Red Sox. Former manager Jimmy 
Williams’ long-running problems 
with Duquette were often played out 
in full view of the media and players. 

There has been obvious animosi- 


Batz said. 

He is not alone in 
his feelings, so much 
that a Web site has been dedicated 
specifically to that subject. Logging 
on to duquettesucks.com indicates 
the volume of fans that would like to 
see Duquette fired. 

One fan, on the last day of the 
regular season wrote, “All right, no 
more messing around. The season 
officially ends tonight at 10. At 10:01 
Duquette should be handed his pink 
slip. Pack your bags Dan, and get out 
of town.” Dozens more messages are 
similar in sentiment. 

Whatever the 2002 season will 
bring, it is clear that it is going to cost 
the organization a lot of money to get 
back on track and become a winning 
ball club. 


Bruins show promise early in season 


By JOSH MARSHALL 
Contributing Reporter 


The Boston Bruins suffered their 
second loss of the season Saturday 
night, their second straight on the 
road. The Bruins now have three 
wins and two losses. This is almost 
same start as last year. 

New coach Robbie Ftorek has 
significantly changed his players, 
and has also changed the expecta- 
tions for the Bruins this year. 

After a scoreless first period at 
the Xcel Energy Center, the Bruins 
knew they had to pick up their game. 
The Wild seemed to be a very grabby 
and pestering tea, which made the 
Bruins fustrated. 

After a Minnesota penatly in the 
second period, Nick Boynton took a 
slap shot form the right point. It was 
blocked out of the zone, and Stacy 
Roest took off with center John 
Emmons chasing him. Roest lifted a 
forehander over Dafoe to take the 
lead 1-0 at 12:23 in the second period. 

Less than four minutes later, Don 
Sweeney rushed the blue line, and 
passed the puck to Martin Lapointe 
in the right circle. Lapointe beat 
goalie Manny Fernandez to the far 


side of the net at 15:59, for his sec- 
ond goal of the season. In the third 
period Joe Thorton had two chances 
to score at the 18:12 mark; one was a 
rap around backhander at the left post 
that hit off the pad of Fernandez. 

Thornton then got the rebound 
for another backhand chance, but 
Fernandez smothered that too. The 
score still remained 1-1. 

At 16:38 in the third, center 
Stacy Roest scored his second goal of 
the game. This brought the Bruins 
within one point. With 1:20 left in the 
period Ftorek pulled Byron Dafoe to 
add the sixth Bruin to the ice, but the 
Bruins were unable to capitalize. 
Bruins out shot Minnesota 14-3 in 
the third. 

“We got out of the game a little 
bit, and weren’t able to get the puck 
out of the zone when we had oppor- 
tunties to,” said Bruins coach Robbie 
Ftorek. “That gave them momentum, 
and also gave them more scoring 
chances. 

We were running around, and it 
was like three shifts in a row where 
the puck came up to the blue line, but 
wouldn’t get out. They played well 
positionally, and took advantage of a 
couple of mistakes we made. When 
that happens, and you’re not able to 
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Martin Lapointe. 


put the puck in at critical times, you 
lose 2-1. We had lots of chances. The 
puck didn’t go in for us tonight.” 

Goalie for the Bruins Dafoe had 
an exceptional game. It was probaly 
his biggest test out of the last three 
games. Last year at the fleet Center 
Boston lost to Minnesota in an 
embarrasing 6-1 game, this time at 
the start of this season it was only a 
2-1 defeat. 

This year the new Bruins seem 
like the Boston team to watch. They 
are solid from the defense out, and 
with this new spark do not be 
surpised with what the season has to 
bring. 
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While another player waits his turn, the Knights Darwin Gonzalez bats at the plate 


Pitcher Victor Luiz stikes out Gorden’s batter. 


_ 


Sports 


Jamie Roy photos 


When asked how the 
baseball team is looking 
this year, here is how some 
players responded: 

“Team is great, doing 
good,” Ken Perron. 

“Team is much better 
than last year,” Mike 
Overton. 

“Team is_ incredible, 
great players, we'll kick 
butt,” Frank Carrabino 
(pictured at right). 


_ Baseball team prepares for upcoming year 


Coach Kerry Quinlin watches the action against Gorden 
College on Oct. 13. 


By JAMIE ROY 
Sports Editor 


The NECC cross-country team 
competed in the Tri-State Cross- 
Country Championships Sept. 9. 
It was an 8,000-meter course at the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island. With the cold, the wind and 
hilly course affecting the runners, 
NECC Knights came in 10th out of 
18 competing teams. 

Team members times were: 
Larry Fowle, 30:34, he was ready 
to run fast on this course but suf- 
fered a cramp from .5 to 3.5 mile 
mark. Tony Taurasi, 30:37, over 2 
minute improvement from last 
week on a tougher course. Charlie 
Silva, 32:49, Joe Martinez 35:57, 
Junior Leal 36:57, all three had 
over a 2-minute improvement 
from last week. 

“A significantly better perfor- 


Cross country stl 
running strong 


mance this week...only our sec- 
ond meet... other than a runner’s 
injury it was as perfect a day that 
we could have had this early in the 
season,” said coach Dawn Caputo. 
“We are extremely pleased with 
our performance today.” 

The team competed Oct. 6 at 
Roger Williams College. The 
course was 5,300-meters and 
extremely windy. NECC placed 5 
out of 10 teams. Team members’ 
times were Larry Fowle 17:44, 
Tony Taurasi 18:45, Charlie Silva 
19:37, Joe Martinez 20:52, and 
Junior Leal 22:23. 

Coach Caputo said she is 
“elated to see the boys beat four- 
year schools like Newbury 
College, Johnson and Wales, 
Lassell, Eastern Nazarene College 
and Curry.” 

The team will compete next on 
Oct. 20 at Rivier College in 
Nashua, N.H. 
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Photos taken at a Newburyport cemetery. 


Amanda Miller photos 


Paying 


Funerary art gives 
hope to those 
left living 


By ADAM CARTER 
Opinion Editor 


It began as a simple interest in 
the artwork, the sculptures. But as I 
looked closer, as every mind should 
when it grasps something of stimula- 
tion, I started to see more in the way 
of meaningfulness and one of the 
human heart’s particular struggles: 
our mortality, death as a precondition 
of life. 

Yes, it’s morbid. But who is the 
one that has never considered their 
own inevitable end? I’ve known peo- 
ple of a range of attitudes on this 
matter, from being so fearful as to 
avoid even discussing it, to indiffer- 
ence to absolute obsession with their 
own eventual demise. Throughout 
my time, I’ve experienced all the 
aforementioned feelings about death. 

Anyhow, funerary art has been 
given some of the most intricate 
artistic detail, monuments and 
memorials erected in reverence to 
that great unknown: When one 
departs this mortal coil and the soul 
flies free (if that’s the case with 
death), often there are loved ones left 


behind who wish not to have their 
beloved forgotten. The significance 
of statues and gravestones often 
comes from this need. 

Perhaps the sight of sculpted 
angels and saints brings solace to 
those of the departed. But there’s 
more to it than that. Since the dawn 
of man, peoples of all origins and 
cultures have developed ceremonies 
and an artwork to pay homage to the 
dead, and to death itself. 

Kings and emperors have been 
given the grandest of funerary dedi- 
cation, with statues and crypts. The 
pharaohs of Egypt were given 
Pyramids that required generations 
of slave labor to build, thousands of 
lives slaving and dying for a single 
mortal’s tomb. 

The power of death over the 
mind often drives us to leave behind 
great works and landmarks, that our 
presence on earth be everlasting and 
known to all that will come after us. 
It is interesting to note that many 
writers’ and artists’ works are not 
recognized until long after they pass 
into death. 

As I walked amongst the graves 
with my friend Amanda to shoot pho- 
tos of the statues, I understood more 
so than ever that the aim of the art in 
these statues is to stir feelings of 
hope in those of us still of living 
flesh. These statues are works of 
spiritual hope; they impress the heart 


homage to the dead 


and mind with a comforting sense of 
mercy and compassion, of the grace 
of the soul transcending this physical 
life into another existence, to a place 
of peace and joy. 

For many people, this is neces- 
sary, for the fear of death is strong in 
the human heart. It is traumatizing to 
lose a loved one, and coping with it 
can be one of the most difficult 
processes in life. Many have man- 
aged to cope or at least lose some 
fear by adopting certain attitudes or 
beliefs. 

“The gods conceal man from the 
happiness of death, that they may 
endure life” (Lucan). 

To believe that death brings one 
to a state of spiritual bliss, or at least 
that death is rest, relieves the fear of 
dying to some degree. I fear death as 
much as the next person, but I do not 
dwell in dread over it. In fact, I’ve 
come to appreciate its mystery. 

Perhaps this is the thirst for 
knowledge, knowledge that no sci- 
ence will ever discover, only experi- 
ence. ; : 


Fear not my gentle kiss 
For my embrace of you 
Is for time immortal. 


-DWF 
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The power of death over the mind often drives us 
to leave behind great works and landmarks, that our 
presence on earth be everlasting and known to all 
that will come after us. 


